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TH IS DM ACEDONIAYNY OQOUESTION_

To ¢the Fditor of 285c Aarnclester <Friardicrs.
Sir,—X thhank woir sincercly for the Aapproecimtive comna-
nent=s in your leading orticle of thhe 9th innst_ AWVill vour
pPermit e fto state that my main objoect in spoakins

ut on this question was not to propound = policy, but

© emphasise factis——facls which, though abundantly
entificd fto hy the correspondenis of cur Jeading nnows-
Rpers a8 well as by the roeprescontatives of Reoutoers =
-nd other agcncics inx Lthe Noar East, asare hahituoils
ignored by the champions of thhe so-called AMinccdonian
‘" mation *> Such = natior doe=s ot _eaxing,. macve in tho
manifestoea o the AMascedonian Committoe. NV Eat
oEes exist i Maccdonia is n Slavonic Propulation

™ tho Tmnoxrtiis, o mizxluare of Sinv= oancd (Sroeks
™ thha miiddle, Ppure Greoks in the socoutls,
and Mahometans sprinkled every—heoro. Morrover,
thce Sinvs of Northern and Central Macedonia mre homaoa-
encoun neither i blood mor in sentirment. They ares
Ilusloacimer =saecd =i bHut they themm-

elves do not always= koow which is wswhicls. In the

doys Deforce 1885 it was FRu=ssia's Ppolicy to call thermn: =ll
Buoigarians ; after the bDreach hetween thie Frincipality

B
p= 10

) also = comparaltively
small proportion of WWallaschs in the Praoavince, who,.

however, aore indissolubly bound up with the Grocks
and for all politicnl purposes nre to be regardoed ==
Grechm_
Naow this hofch-polch is labelled = ** nation " by tha
postlies of the Bulgarian iden, who wishh to ahaorb the
riwal raceas and, ander the cover of the misleading name

cevils—iza-

™ Unspoakabhlic. ™"
I ncither defend mnor_ denounce Programmoes, p(:;ic_-i::u

olutions, and the rest of the nostrums whickh o to
make up the bulky volume of MMacedoniar: PpPolitical
pharmacopaia. I simply dcaire to extablizsh historic
truth, a thing which in these matters is exposcd to nt
Teanst =am grave n peril] as the " Macedonian natior **
itself . —X o, &c., SG. ¥F. Annorr
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, Janusry 12 -

Manchester Guardian, 15 Jan. 1903.

O TZ. @. Aurmot ntav aneotaApévog tou Mavemnotnuiov tou Kaipmpitl
ko takidePe otnv umo oBwpavikn kuplapxia Makedovia, pe okomo tn cUA-
Aoyn Aaoypadikol UALKOU.
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Mapakdtw PAEMETE UL EMLOTOAN TOU MPOC TOV OPXLOUVTAKTN TNG OyYAL-
KNG epnuepidac Manchester Guardian.

A ‘Macedonian’ Nation does not exist.

THE MACEDONIAN QUESTION

To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian.

Sir,—I thank you sincerely for the appreciative comments in your leading
article of the 9th inst. Will you permit me to state that my main object in
speaking out on this question was not to propound a policy, but to emphasise
facts—facts which, though abundantly testified to by the correspondents of
our leading newspapers as well as by the representatives of Reuters and other
agencies in the Near East, are habitually ignored by the champions of the so-
railed Macedonian “nation”‘?

Such a nation does not exist, save in the manifestoes of the Macedonian
Committee. What does exist in Macedonia is a Slavonic population in the
north, a mixture of Slavs and Greeks in the middle, pure Greeks in the south,
and Mahometans sprinkled everywhere. Moreover, the Slavs of Northern and
Central Macedonia are homogeneous neither in blood nor in sentiment.

They are partly Bulgarian and partly Servian, but they themselves do not
always know which is which. In the days before 1885 it was Russians policy to
call them all Bulgarians; after the breach between the Principality and the
Empire it became Russia’s policy to call them all Servians. Lastly, there is also
a comparatively smail proportion of Wallachs in the province, who however,
are indissolubly hound up with the Greeks and for all political purposes are to
be regarded as Greeks.

Now this holch-polch is labelled a “NATION” by the apostles of the
BULGARIAN IDEA, who wish to absorb the rival races and, under the cover of
the misleading name “Macedonian,- really to create a Bulgarian State destined
sooner or later to join the Principality.

This is the long and the short of the Macedonian question as a purely
political problem and apart from administrative misrule and all tho conco-
mitant evils—separable from a land governed by the ” Unspeakable ” | neither
defend nor denounce programmes, policies, solutions, and the rest of the
nostrums which go to make up the bulky volume of Macedonian political
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pharmacopoeia. | simply desire to establish historic truth, a thing which in
these matters is exposed to at least as grave a peril as the “Macedonian na-
tion” itself.

-l am, &c..G. F. Abbott

Emmanuel College, Cambridge, January 12.

O Ayyloc Tlwptl Opeviepik Aumot (George Frederick Abbott) exmpo-
OWTEL TO KPLTLKO TtveU o Tou 2000 atwva, a.doU aVILKELLEVO TWV EPEUVVWV TOU
ATAV TTAVTOTE N €VPEON KaL N amooadnvion tTng aAnbeLac.

Juyypadeac o (dLog Kal avtanokpltng o TOAEG ebnuepPlOeC Kal TtepLO-
SLKA TNG ETOXNG, TEAELWVOVTAC TLG 0TIOUSEG Tou oto Emmanuel College tou Ma-
verotnuiov tou Kaipmprl to 1899, 6a enokedBel to 1900 tnVv amoteAovoa
TuApa tng OBwuavikng Autokpatopiag Makedovia, MpokeLUEVOU va CUAAEEEL
Aaoypadikd UALKO wg LOLKOC ameoTtaApEvog Ttou Mavemotnuiov.

Kapmog autnig tou tng emniokePng umnpéav Vo tOpol mAovowou Aa-
oypadLkoU TtEPLEXOUEVOU Ao OAN oxeSOV TNV ToupKkokpatoUpevn Makedovia
— 10 “Songs of Modern Greece” (1900) kot to “Macedonian Folk-Lore” (1903),
aAAd Kol o Topog “The Tale of a Tour on Macedonia” (1903), otov omnolo Kate-
ypae pe ofubEpKeLa TIC TAELOLWTLKEG TOU EVTUTIWOELG, SnHoolelovtag amno-
onaopata otnv epnuepida “Guardian”.

2tn ouyypadlki TOU CUYKOULOA CuyKaTOaAEyovTal €MiONG Kol Ta €pya:
“Through India with the Prince” (1906), “Israel in Europe” (1907), “Greece in
Evolution” (1909), “Turkey in Transition” (1909), “The Philosophy of a Don”
(1911) kat “The Holy War in Tripoli” (1912).
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