Natl to AleBvéc AlKaoTtnPLo €lval N KAAUTEPN KOG
ermiAoyn — N UAWC 8ev elval;

Mto e€alpeTIKA €VOTOXN OMAVTNTLKN EMLOTOAN Tou pEAOUG Tou IHA
KaBnynt Nikou XplotodouAou, oe apBpo tou Kwvotavtivou OiAn to
orolo epdaviotnke otnv «Kabnuepwvn» (https://www.ekathimerini.com-
/opinion/1216097/why-the-international-court-is-our-best-option/?e-
Type=EmailBlastContent&eld=aaa7395d-7fa6-4778-9245-4c99f7765c21),
TIEPLYPADEL OUVOTITIKA Kol pE €EQLPETIKN oadnVELD TNV OUCLO TWV TIPO-
BAnuatwv mou dnuoupyei n Toupkia anévavtl oe EAAGSa kat KOmpo, Kait
TOVL{EL TIC OUTOVONTEC EVEPYELEC OTIC omole¢ Ba €mpeme va mpoPel n
EAAGSQ.

Katwtépw mapatiBetal To OXETIKO KEIUEVO TO0O 0 eAeVBepn, eAAN-
vk amodoon 000 Kal otnv auBevtikn, ayyAlkr Tou dtatinwon.

Ayannti «Kadnpepvn»,

210 apBpo tou, o k. OiAng epudaviletal cav €vag amo Toug UTIOOTN -
PLKTEC TOU KATEUVOOUOU TwV LoAapLoTwy tnG Toupkiag. MapaAeinmel moAAQ
KoL onUavTIKA BEpata oto apBpo tou. MNa mapAddelypa, ToPAKATW UEPLKA
amno auta:

H EAAGSa pmopel va oploBetroel tig dIkEG tnG {wveg ouupwva UE
NV UNCLOS Xwpic TNV adeta kavevoc. To yeyovog otL n EAAada dev to €xel
Kavel auto deixvel aduvapia kot EAAelPn opAUATOC Ao TNV TIOALTIKA
nyeoia. H enéktaon twv EAANVIKWY Xwplkwv vdatwv ota 12 piAia dev
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uropel amo kavévav va apdlofntnBel wcg mapavoun. Mn mPoxwpwVToG
OTNV EMEKTOON OUTH, Ol TIOALTIKEG ALt tng EAAAdOC Seiyvouv kat TtaAL
ENAewn opapatoc.

‘Eva dAAo onpeio eivat 0tL n EAAada dev xpnolpomnoinoe mote oUTe 10
NATO oute kal tnv Eupwnaikn Evwon cav fApa yla vo Katnyoprjost
avolxta tnv Toupkia wg moAepoxapn, dedopévou otL n tedevtaia Statnpel
gvavtiov TN EAAGSo¢ €va casus belli amd to €tog 1995. H EAAGSa mpéETel
va anattioel tTnv e€aAewn NG AMELANG AUTAG TPV OO omoLadnmoTte
oulNTNON OXETIKA UE TNV SLELBETNON TWV XWPLKWV UEATWV HETAEL TwV SUO
Xwpwv. AAAwote, To apBpo 5 tng 2uvBnkng tou NATO opilel EekaBapa otL
«Ta Mépn ouvupwvouv Ottt ula evomAn emiGeon evavtiov &vog n
TIEPLOOOTEPWYV A0 auTta otnVv Eupwnn 1 ™ Bopeta Auepikn da Jewpeital
entifean evavtiov OAwV Kal KATA CUVETTIELX CUUPWVOUV OTL, AV oUUBEL Lo
Tetola evomAn emideon, kadevag amo aUTOUC, KATA TNV QAOKNGON TOU
OLKOULWUATOC ATOULKNG 1) CUAAOYLKNC auToauUUVAG TTOU avayvwpIleTal oo
T0 Ap¥po 51 tou Xaptn twv Hvwuevwy ESvwy, da cuvdpauel to Mépog n
ta Méepn rmou deyovtal tetola enideon naipvovtag AUECWCS, UEUOVWUEVA
Kol o€ ouvevvonon Ue ta aAda Méepn, dpaon rmou kpivetal avaykaia, ou-
urneptAauBavougvnc tnc xpnonc voring dSuvaung, yLo thv amokoTaoTaon
KoL dLatnpnon tnc¢ ao@aAeLac tne mePLoxn¢ Tou Bopelov AtAavtikou».

MNwg yivetal (kat to €xouvpe anodexBei!) to NATO va amodéxetal Eva
HEAOC TOU va amelAel Eva AAAO HEAOC TOU TOOO KaBapd KoL EmaveLAnUUEV
HE TOAgpO, Xwplc va AapPavel kavéva petpo; Mwg eilval duvatov n
Evpwraikn Evwon va €xeL omowadnmote cupudwvia pe pLa TETOL Xwpa
otav n EANada amelleital pe moOAepo Kol €va GAAO amod ta PMEAN TNG,
dnAadn n Kompog, €xel to 40% tou €6ddoug Tou Uno KatdAnyn amo tnv
Toupkia, n omoia emni mAéov dev 10 avayvwpilel kaBoAou; Aev umopel
KOVELS va Eeklvrioel o oculAtnon He €vav ekPBLaoTr mou amnellel pe omAo
oTo0 KEPAAL TOU CUVOMUIANTA TOu. Av TO KAVEL, TOTE QUTO OnUAivel OTL
SEXTNKE va avTamokplBel oTic amaltioelg tou ekPlaotr. Elval toco amio!

H EAAGSa Sikaoutal emiong Kot Ba Empeme va UMAOKAPEL oTtoLadn-
note cupdwvia petafL Evpwmnaiknc Evwong kat ToupKkiog OXETIKA LE TO
EUTTOPLO N TLC ETEVOVOELC 1 TA MPOoOeTa kKePAAaLa we HECO «BonOsLlac»
TPOC TNV TOUpPKLO TIPOKELUEVOU VO OVTLUETWTILOEL TOUG ZUPLOUG TPO-
oduyeG. 21O KATW-KATW, N Toupkia gival pa amod Ti¢ SUVAUELG TTOU €XOUV
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KataAdPel Zuplako £dadoc wote va emnitiBetal oe Koupdikoug mAnBu-
OMOUC oL oTtoiol armoTteAoUV HEPOC TNCS Zuplac.

Eva teleutaio onueio mou o k. DiAng mapaleinel va avadeEpel
O PKOUEVOC OE EVOLV UTTOLLVLYULO, Elval TO Yeyovog oTL n EANada paivetal va
gxeL amodexbel wg teteAeopévo yeyovog to otL n Toupkia e€akoAouBel va
Katéxel to 40% tng Kumpou Katl apveital va avayvwpiosl tnv Kumplokn
Anpokpatio we kpatocg uéAoc tng EE.

YrievOupiletal otov k. OAn OTL ATV TO MPAELKOTINUA TG EAANVLKAG
OTPATIWTIKAG KUBEpVnong otnv Kumpo to omoio n Toupkia xpnoLyomnoinoe
ooV IPOoYXNHO yla va eLoBAAEL, UE TN ouvaiveon tooo tou Kiolwykep 600
KOl TOU BpEeTavikoU umoupyeiovu EEwtepLkwv.

H EAAaSa odeidel va otaBel dimAa otnv Kumpo Kol va thv umepa-
omotel pe tov (6o tpodmo nou umepaoTiletal n Toupkia Toug TOUPKOKU -
npLouc. H EAAGSa elval pia amo TG EYYUNTPLEC XWPEG Yo TNV aveéaptnoia
KOL TNV akKepALOTNTA TNG KUTPOoU Kol TIPEMEL VoL EVEPYEL oav gyyuntpLa
duvapun. H bikawn emiduon g elofoAng otnv Kumpo, uia Aé€n mou bev
npodEpeLl n Avon otav A vy To «KuTtploko», TPEMEL va amoTeAEL
npolnobeaon yLa TIg Omoleg oulNTHOELG LETAEY TWV LOAQLLOTWY KOlL OTTOLAL-
obnmote TMOATIKAG nyeoiag otnv EAAGSa. OL TOUPKIKEG OTPATLWTLKEC
Suvapelg Oa pémnel va amooupBouv amno tnv Kumpo kat ot SU0 KOVOTNTEC
Ba mpEmel va Bpouv Evav TPOMO va CUVUTIAPEOUV ELPNVIKA XWPELG vTan
TIAVW o’ to KEPAAL TOUG.

Elval anioteuto yla péva otL ot Apepikavoi, n EE kat n Feppavia
eldkotepa, pall pe toug Bpetavoucg kat to NATO, mielouv tnv EANGSQ va
«SLATIPAYUATEVUTEL» UE TOUC EKBLAOTEC, avVTi VoL EVEPYROOUV TILO SUVAULKA
WOTE VO UTIEPAOTILOTOUV aUTOUC TIOU TNPoUV TOUC KOVOVEC XWwPLg va
evdidouv o€ gkeivouc mou dev toug tnpoLv mote! Ewdikotepa o Mpoedpog
Mrmdwtev, Ba pmopovce eUKOAA va TTOPAKAMYPEL TIC TAPAAOYEG QTTOLTH-
o€lg Tou Epvtoyav edopuoloviag oploUEVEC BAOLKEC KUPWOELG evavTtiov
Tou. E€aAov, xpeldotnkav oAU Alya yla va Tov avaykAaoel o TpAum va
adnoel eAeVBepo TOV mactopa Mrmpdvoov OTav TOV KPATOUGCE TIAPAVOLLOL
ounpo. O TpOTOoC ou evepyel N Avon elval amAwc EMALOYUVTOC KOlL OTTOTE-
Ael évav amod toug Baotkouc AOyoug yla Toug omoioug n Auon dev €xel
A€oV aflomioTia.
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Avotuxwg, o K. DIANg kat n Kabnueptvr amEtuyayv va UTIEPACTILOTOUV
TNV dla Toug TN Ywpa Kat va piéouv to dtaiélpo kel mou avikel. Aev
SladEpouv Kol TTOAU amd tnv emaioyuvin ouvBnkoAdynon tou Znuitn,
otav amodEXONKe TIC TOUPKLKEG OQTMALTAOELS Yl TNV Umapén «ykpllwv
(wvwv oto Awyaio» avti va £xel to Bdppoc va touc duwéeel amo ta luta.

Niko¢ XpiotodoUAou, PhD - Ottawa.

Why the International Court is our best option — or do | say, is it?

Letter-response of Dr. Nikos Christodoulou to an article by
Constantinos Filis that appeared in Kathimerini (https://www.ekathime-
rini.com/opinion/1216097/why-the-international-court-is-our-best-opti-
on/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eld=aaa7395d-7fa6-4778-9245-4c99f77-
65c21)

Dear Kathimerini,

In his article, Mr. Filis seems to be one of the “promoters” of
appeasing the islamists in Turkey. He misses several important points in his
article. For instance, here is some of them although there are more:

Greece can delineate its own zones according to UNCLOS without the
permission from anyone. The fact that Greece has not done that shows
weakness and lack of wherewithal by the political leadership. Extension of
Greece’s territorial waters to 12 miles cannot be challenged by anyone as
illegitimate. Again, by not doing that, the political elites in Greece have
shown lack of spine.
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Another point is that Greece has never used NATO’s and the EU’s
procedures to openly accuse Turkey of war mongering given that they have
a casus belli against Greece since 1995. Greece must demand the
withdrawal of this threat before any discussion about settling of territorial
waters between the 2 countries. After all, article 5 of NATO’s Treaty clearly
defines that “The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more
of them in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against
them all and consequently they agree that, if such an armed attack occurs,
each of them, in exercise of the right of individual or collective self-defence
recognised by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will assist the
Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert
with the other Parties, such action as it deems necessary, including the use
of armed force, to restore and maintain the security of the North Atlantic
area.” How can NATO accept one of its members to openly and repeatedly
threaten another with war and not take any measures? How can the EU be
having any agreements with such a country when Greece is threatened
with war, and another of its members (i.e. Cyprus) has 40% of its territory
occupied by Turkey and not recognised by it? One cannot start a discussion
with an extortionist while having a gun to their head. If someone does, then
it only means they accepted to meet the demands of the extortionist. It is
as simple as that.

Greece also has the right to- and should block any agreements
between the EU and Turkey regarding trading or investment or additional
funds as a means to “help” Turkey deal with the Syrian refugees. After all,
Turkey is one of the forces that have been occupying Syrian territory that
they use to attack Kurdish populations that are part of Syria.

One last item that Mr Fillis fails to mention except by alluding to it, is
the fact that Greece seems to have accepted as fait accompli that Turkey
still occupies 40% of Cyprus and refuses to recognise its status as an EU
member state. Mr. Fillis should be reminded that it was the Greek military
government’s coup in Cyprus that Turkey used as an excuse to invade with
the acquiescence of both Kissinger and the British Foreign Office. Greece
owes it to Cyprus to stand by her and defend it THE SAME WAY TURKEY
DOES FOR THE TURKISH CYPRIOTS. Greece is one of the guarantor
countries for the independence and integrity of Cyprus and should act like
it. The fair resolution of the Cyprus invasion, a word that is not uttered by
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the West when they talk about the “Cyprus issue”, must be a prerequisite
for any discussions between the islamists and any political leadership in
Greece. Turkish military forces should be out of Cyprus and the two
communities should find a way to coexist peacefully without the bully on
top of them.

It is incredible to me that the Americans, the EU and Germany in
particular, along with the Brits and NATO are pressuring Greece to
“negotiate” with extortionists, instead of acting more forcefully to defend
those who abide by the rules and not giving in to those who never abide by
them! Biden, in particular, could have easily bypassed Erdogan’s
nonsensical demands by applying some key sanctions against him. After all,
it took very little for Trump to force him to give up pastor Brunson when
he was illegally holding him hostage. The way the West has dealt with these
issues is just shameful and a good reason why the West has no credibility
anymore.

Unfortunately, Mr. Filis and the Kathimerini have failed to defend
their own country resorting to specious punditry that lacks any gumption
and willingness to place the fault where it belongs. They are not very
different from the shameful capitulation by Simitis when he accepted the
Turkish demands of the existence of “grey zones in Aegean” instead of
having the courage to kick them out of Imia.

Nikos Christodoulou, PhD, Ottawa

Ta dpBpa nov dnpoaoievovtal otnv LotoceAida tou IHA ekdppalouv
OIIOKAELOTLIKA TOUG ouyypadeic — HEAN tou IHA. H wotooeAida tou IHA
6€v Aoyokplvel, oUte enepPaivel oe aApOpa — KElpeEVA TWV LEAWV TOU

IHA.

International Hellenic Association.
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