Natnp lwavvne Pwpovidne we LoTOPLKOC.
(H tepaotia cuveltodopa tou 1. lwavvn Pwuavidn otn Osoloyia)
Fr. John Romanides as a Historian.

Ztnv enoxn tou Mvnpoviou, kaOw¢ ot Aaot TG Eupwnng
oo oKpUvovToL oAoéva 0 €vag armd tov AAAov
kat aAAnAoBpilovrtal EKTo{EVOVTOC POTOLOTIKA CAOYKOV,
T AdyLa toU Pwpavidn akolyovral,
ywa dAAn pa dpopa, mpodpntikd...

H tepaotia ocuvelopopd tou m. lwavvn Pwpavidn otn Oeoloyia
BaolotnKe OTn OTEPEN EUTELPLKN, BLWUATLKY YyVWon Mol AmEKTNOE oo TO
OLKOYEVELOKO Tou TeplBallov, Slaitepa tn untépa tou EuAaumia. MNa-
pouoilwe, N ouvelocdopd TOU OTNV LOTOPLKA EMLOTAIN BacioTtnke eniong og
BlwpaTIkEG eUTELpleg IOV €lxe, oL omoliec tov odynoav o€ TPWTOTUTIEC
okéPelg kat oe pnélkéAevBa ocupmepdopata, petd, PeBaiwg, amd e€av-
TANTLKN €pEuva.

. O (61o¢ &ekva To MPWTO TOu LOTOPLKO BLBALO, Tn «Pwunoouvn»
(1975) pe tnv adnynon evog meplotatikol 1ol €lnoe 1o 1951, veapog
epnuéploc otnv Apeptkn). EldomouiOnke va petafel oe omitt aoBevoug,
KTUTINOE OUWC AdBog mopta Kal yvwploe kel evav EAAnva. Tauvtoxpova
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gudaviotnke oto calovi o adepPoc autou tou EAANva, TV omoiov OpwE o
Pwupavidng yvwplle we apxnyo twv AABavwv tA¢ moAng! Oute td duo
adepdla oute 0 Pwpavidng urmopovoayv tote va Enyrpoouv to napadofo.
To kAeldl yua v eppnveia Bpioketal otic oeAibec mou akoAouBouv oTo
BBAio «Pwpnoouvn».

Ertiong, aodaAwg S€v elval tuxaio otL n «Pwpnoouvn» ypadnKe Lie-
TG amod ) yvwplpia tov Pwpavidn pe 1o Aifavo kat ) Zupia, otr) ©@solo-
YK 2XoAn tolu MmeAepovt. Ekel cuvelbntomnoinoe otL XIALadec miotol rou
avkouv oto MNatplapyeio Avtioxeiog avtonpoodlopilovtav we «Pwpunol
OpBodotoLy, xwpic va eival EAAnvec, oute kav EAAnvodpwvol. To mapadolo
Bprike kot auto T Avon tou oto BLBAlo «Pwpnocuvn».

€ akadnpaiko eninedo, MpEMeL va avayvwplotel n odelAn tol Pw-
navidn otov QAwpodoku, YE TOV onoio aAAwote ixav (g) WOlaitepa otevn
OX£0T1, OTWC TPOKUTTEL Kal amod TNV HEXPL ONUEPA SNUOCLEUMEVN GAAN-
Aoypadia touc. O QPAwpodoku evdladepBnke oLaitepa yid TV aAAnAe-
nidpaon Beoloylag kai lotoplag kai o Pwpavidng sunvéetal anod 1o iblo
TVEU QL.

TO wotopKO €pyo TOU Pwpavidn mepkAeietal Kupiwg o€ TPEiG pe-
Aftec:

1) «Pwunocuvn» (1975),

2) «O®paykol, Pwpaiol, DeoudaAlopog kai Adypa» (1982) kal

3) MpoAoyog oty 2n €kdoon tou «Mpomatoptkol AUAPTAATOCY
(1989).

ErutpooOeta, apKETA LOTOPLKA OTOLXELD TtEPAQPAVOVTOL OTHV EKTE-
vl Eloaywyn oto «Pwpaiotl i Pwunot Natépeg tg EkkAnoiag, A' topog»
(1984), omou yivetal davepn n cuvBeon Beoloylkou Kal Lotoptkol Adyou.
AN Kol o€ OAec oxedOV TIC HEAETEC, LeTA TO 1975, TA LOTOPLKA OTOLXELD
napeloppEouv peEca otd BeoAoyLKa.

1. O Backég LoTtopLkéG B€oelg ToU n. |. Pwupavidn.

OL LotopikéG B€oelg ToU Pwpavidn, mpwtotumneg to 1975, otav
MPWTAKOUOTNKAYV, €XOUV KATOOTEL QPKETA YVWOTEC TIAEOV Kol SEv XpeLa-
(etal va tic emavaldafoupe ebw mapd POVO TEPLANTITIKA:

(a) O pwHAIKOC TOALTIONOG €lval OTAV MTPOYHOATIKOTNTA EA-
AnVikoG. H Pwpn umnpée eAAnviknp 1oAn, moAAol maAowotepol Pwpaliot
ouyypadeic eypadav eAAnvikd f Atav diyhAwoool kai n eAAnvikn yAwooa
ATav pLa oo tic Suo enlonuec YAwooeg ot ZUYKANTOo, O0mou n B€on tou
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uetadpaoth ixe katapynbei amnd tov 1o awwva m.X.. ' autd dAAwote Kai
o Amt. MavAocg eypae tAV EmiotoAn mpog tou g XpLotiavouc ¢ Pwung ota
eANVIKA. Akopn kai n Aatpeia otiv moOAn ti¢ Pwung €teAeito ota
EAANVLIKA HEXPL TIC apXEC TOU 40U alwva. 2TO0 cUVOAO TAG AUTOKPATOPLAC, N
nAsloPnodia tol MANBUoHOU pHAoUoE EAANVLKAL.

. Map’ O,tL oL anoPelg tov Pwuavidn Bacilovtav o€ yvwo-
TEC ONUOOLEVUEVEG TINYEG, OEV elyav MOPoUoLaoTEL PE AUTOV TOV TPOTO
Qo KOVEVAV TIPOYEVEOTEPO £peuvnTr. H ouvBeon amoteAel amokKAELOTIKA
€pyo toU Pwpavidn. Ot Bulavtivoloyol yvwpllav OTL S€v umipée MOTE KPA-
TOG oV va ovopadletal «Bulavtio», aAAd xpnoLpomnolovoayv ToV 0po Xweic
VA TOVI{OUV TLC TTOALTLIKEC ETUTTWOELG AUTAC TGS EMAOYNAC.

(B) H kUpLa moAttiotik diyotopnon ti¢ Evpwnng v npo-
NABe ano tn dwadoponoinon EAAAVwWV-Pwpaiwv, aAdd ano tq Sladopo-
noinon Pwpaiwv-Opdaykwv, ol cuvePN LETA TAV KATAKTNON ToU SuTikou
TUApATOC TN¢ Autokpatopiag and 10 BapPapikd puAo twv Opdaykwv. OL
Opaykol untodoVAwoav Toug Pwpaioug kail toug petetpePav o€ Soulo-
TIAPOLKOUC, EVW oL iblol mapepelvav deoudApPXeS, KAELOUEVOL O TTPOOTA-
TEUMEVOUC TUPYoUC. H katdktnon oAokAnpwOnke emi KapAopdyvou kai
ouvobeltnke amo tl Beoloylkn avefaptntomoinon HE Tt oUvVodo TAG
Opaykdpouptne to 794 (anéppupe triv Z' Okoupevikn 20vodo), T Zuvodo
TOoU Aaxev 10 809 (eLonyaye to PpLALOKBe 0To ZUpPoAo ¢ Miotewg) Kal TV
KataAnyn tov marmnikov Bpovou otadlakd petalL 983 kal 1046.

INUAVTIKA opoonua o€ auTr TV KataAnyn amoteAlovv 16 1009 (k-
Sdilwén tou teAeutaiov OpBGdotou Mana) kai to 1014 (emionun sloaywyn
ToU PWOKPBe otrv EkkAnoia tN¢ Pwung). Ot andyovol tTwv Pwpaiwv otn
Abon mapépewvav umtoSouAwpévoLl HEXPL TO 1789, Otav emavaotdtnoayv
Kol aneAevBepwBnkav ot MaAAia, ayvoouv Opwc T Pwpatoocuvn twv
TIPOYOVWV TOUC KOl TAV TAUTLON TouC ME ToUC Pwpaiouc ¢ AvatoAnc.

(v) To Ixiopa 6év cuvePn petal Bulavtiviig kai Pwpaikig
EkkAnoiog, aAAa petalv OpBadofwv Pwuaiwv (o€ AvatoAn kai Avon)
Kai Ppaykwv Kataktntwv tol marnitkol Bpovou. Emeldni ot Pwpaiot TAG
MNaAowdg Pwpng avtiotékovtav eni dekaetieg otic OpaykIkEG eMOLWEELC,
anattiOnke n amnevBeiag katadAnyn tou marmikolv Bpovou amnd Dpayko
(oplotikd 16 1046) kot apeéowc Hetd StaknpuxOnke to Xxiopa. Ta aitia tol
2xiopatog avayovtal Kuplwg otic moAltikég emdlwéels twv Opaykwy Kal
OxlL o€ Kamowa MBIk avamodeuvktn oavtiBeon petatv EAANVKAC Kal
Pwpaikng Beoloyiag.
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(6). Qc kataktntég TAC AuTtikAc Eupwrng, ol @paykol eméPRa-
Aav 1 6Kn Toug mMAaoctoypadnuévn ekdoxn t¢g lotopiag, ovopalovrag
ToUG eAeVBepouc Pwpaioug «Mpatkoug», wote va tolc dtadopomnolijocouv
amo tou¢ Pwpaioug ¢ NaAAiog kal Itadlag Toug omoloug eixov KATAKTA-
O€L. 2T OUVEXELQ, LETA TRV OpLOTIKA MTwon tH¢ KwvotavtivouTtoAng, otav
S&v umnpxav ma eAeBepol Pwpaiol, petovopaoav v Autokpatopia o€
«Bulavtio», wote va anokoPouv kaBe unmddouAo Pwunod amod TV LoTOPLKA
TOU CUVEYXELO KOl va amotpéPouv TUXOV avaclotaon Tr¢ auToKpatoplac.
Itv npaypoatikotnta 6év unnpée mote «Bulavtivr) Autokpatopia». O 6pog
ipwToxpnoLponolndnke to 1562 amnd tov lepwvupo BoAd otriv €kdoon
HLAC CUAAOYNC LOTOPLKWY TINYWV.

(e). Emeldn opwg, map’ o6Aa avtd, ot utodouAol otoug Toup-
KouG Pwpnot t¢ AvatoAng Statnpovoav tRv avapvnon tng Autokpoato-
ploc Toug, uTtPXE mAvtoTe o Kivbuvocg va tr dtekdikrioouv €k véou. Ol Me-
YOAEC Auvapelg, HE ) ouvépour) VEOEAAQVWV SLaVOOUMEVWY, OMWG O
Kopang, avélafav va meioouvv t0 Aad OTL €ival amdyovog HOVO TwV ap-
xaiwv EAAAvwv kal otL ixe umodouAwBel emt 2000 xpovia TPWTO OTOUG
Pwpaioug kat petd otolg ToUpKOUG.

Ot 16le¢ Auvapelg petaotpdadnkav Betikad uTtép TAC¢ Emavaotaong tov
1821 povov adol e€aodalioav TOV apXOLOAATPLKO TIPOCOVATOALOMO TNC.
To tntnua 6€v eixe AuBel oute 100 xpovia petd tov Kopar, onwg anédelle
n dtapaxn mou E€omaoe pE T dnuoaoievon TG «lotoplag trg Pwutoocuvng»
ToU Apy. EdptoAiwtn té 1901, otav o K. MaAopdc UTEPAOTILOTNKE TOV
Edtaliwtn, evw Adylot oav tov N. MoAitn kai tov Zwtnplddn tov xAsvalav.

To oTopLKO £pyo TOU PWHOVION ETILKEVTPWVETOL 0T LECOLWVLKA TIE-
plodo, onwce eival Aoytko, adol autn gival n mepiodog mou €xeL mapoaxa-
POXTEL ATIO TAV UETAYEVECTEPN €MionUn Lotoploypadia. Qotdco, Sev e€a-
vtAeitau ekel. Ektelvetal T0oo otV apyaia 0oo kal ot vewtepn lotopia. H
EMEKTAON TIPOEKUPE WG avaykn SLEUKPIVIONG OKOTEWVWY ONUElWV 1 WG
anavtnon o€ KPLTIKEC. MNa mapadeyua, n aroPn Pwpavidn yud tv eAAnvL-
KOTNTA TAG apxaiag Pwung E€vioe moAloug.

‘EtoL o Pwpavidng xpetaotnke va emaveAOel Ste€odikd o€ pLd amno Tig
TeAeuTaleg peAETeCg oL cuveypale mpiv TV Koipnon tou. MEpeL ToOv TitAO
«Examples of the Science of the Ethnic Cleaning of Roman History and a
Vision of the Future United States of Franco-Romania» (AldAeén otod
Hellenic College otd Brookline tri¢ Macoayouvo€tng, 17-10-1998). Eketl ma-
POATIEUTIEL EKTEVWG O€ apPXOioug LoTopLlkolC, Omws o Awovuolog AAlkap-
vaooeU¢, TToU cUVEYpayav yLd T& mpwipa Xpovia tHe¢ noAng tne Pwunc.
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O Pwpavidng €BAene ] Pwpatoolvn we KAtL MOAU eupUTEPO Ao
TA opLa €vo¢ €0voug, £o0tw Kali ToU pwHAIKOU — av urmoteBel OTL pmo-
POUME VA WANCOUUE YL «pwHAikO €Bvocy». H Pwpatoouvn Atav évag ot-
KOUMEVLKOC TIOALTIOMOC oV TteplAdpPave TOv EAANVIOUO OTIV OLKOULEVLKH
Tou diaotaon.

Avtiotowya, mpoomabwvtag va efnynoet tiv amodoxn tAG ekdu-
TIKEVUMEVNC €kOOXNC TAG loToplag armo Toug veoeAANVEC, o Pwpavidng epel-
vNoe ToUC UNXAVIOUOUC Kol Td mpoowra 1ov eméPaAav tr dutikn dmodn
ot vewtepn EAAada. Etol katéAnée oto polo tou Kopan kai tol Naro-
Aéovta, OMw¢ tad napouoldlel otov NpoAoyo ot 2n €kdoon tou «[Mpoma-
TOpLKOU APOPTHUOTOCY.

Katovopdler tov NamoAéovta w¢ umelBuvo ywd 10 Odvato tou
Pya ®Depaiou, pé okomd va amotpanei n avacvotacn tng Pwpaiikng
Autokpatopiog, TO cUPWIAIKO TUAHO TAC omolag TMapoucLAleToL OTAV
nepldnun «Xapta» tou Prya. O Pwpavidng nmpoxwpnoe HAALoTa Kol HEXPL
TiC apxéc tou 200U awwva, sEetdalovtac tad Sud pelpaTO TTOU OULY-
KpoUuoTnKkav yupw amo tnv €6vikn ovopaoia EAAnvoc 1 Pwunog, ot
HeAETN Tou «Kwotng NaAapadg kai Pwpnoouvn» (1976).

AuTtO TOU TIPETEL VA TOVIoTEL €ival O0tLo Pwpavidng éptace va
ooxoAnOel pé TV lotopia wg cuveExela, Kal oxt w¢ diakormr, Tou O€o-
AoylkoU tou €pyou. AAAWOTE, KATA TAV MEPLOSO TWV LOTOPLKWY CUYYPOLL-
HATWV, TToU apxilel amo 16 1974, 6év €mavoe va mopayel kol BgoAoyika
kelpeva. Ta dud Ntav appnkta ouvdedepéva. MNa moapddelypa, n KotA-
vonon Twv dtadopwv HE Tic SUTIKEG opoAoyieg TOV 0drynoe oty eé€taon
¢ amooTtoAlkng dtadoxng kal otv KouPikn avakaAvdn Tt SLAKOTAC
autng g dtadoxng ot Opaykikn Avon. I’ auto kai epevvnoe o€ Babog
LA okoTelvn Kal paAAov ayvwotn othv EANada nepiodo, trv nepiodo tou
70U Kol 8ou aiwwva, otav katappeel n MepoBiyyela Baolela kal avep-
xovtal oto Bpovo ol KapoAideg.

. pddel ot peAétn tou «EkkAnolaotikal Xuvodol kot MoAttt-
OMOG» TO 1995: «OL Mpdykol katevonoav TV amootoAlknv Stadoxnv wg
KoLk SUvallLy, n omoia ToUC EMETPEME VA TNV Kataotoouv Ldloktnoiav
NS GUANG TwV Kal va TAV XPNOLUOTIOLCOUV WE TO KUPLOV HEoOV SOUALKNAG
ELPNVEVOEWC TWV UTIOTETAYHEVWVY €L UTOUG Pwpaiwy, péow tol ¢pofou
NG OPNOKEVUTIKAC Kal oTpaTlwTkA¢ SuvAapew Kal e€ovoiag Twv opoeBvwy
ETILOKOTIWV TOUGY.

Onwc avakaAvye o Pwpavidng, otnv apxn ot MepoBiyystot Opaykot
odeteploTNKAV TO SIKOUWHUO APVNOLKUPLOG OTIC EKAOYEC TWV ETILOKOTIWV.
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It} ouvExela odetepiotnkav TO dikailwpa SLoplopol TwV EMLOKOTIWV Kot
apyloav va mwAouv tic B€oelc o€ mAslodooia. TeAlkd, ot KapoAlyyetlot
Ppaykot ekdiwéav tou¢ Pwpaioug enokomouc Kat eméBaiav povo Opa-
YKOUG ETLOKOTIOUC OTO aglwpa.

Eva deltepo mapddelypa omoteAel N LOTOPLKA MEAETN TOU yld TO
bALokBe, mov dnuootevBOnke 10 1975 Kkal o€ avabswpnuévn popdn to
1982 . l'a trv katavonon tng mpogAevong tol PLAoKPBe o Pwpavidng xpet-
AOTNKE VA TIpoXwpnoel o€ dLe€odLKN LOTOPLKNA €PEUVA OTHV omola ylvetol
ouvexw¢ Pavepn n arAnAenibpaon Oeoloyiag Kai TOALTIKAG LoTOopLOG.
TeAka, ot e€glitelc oty BeoAoyikn okEPn TS Avong MpoEkUP AV CUXVA WG
T(POLOVTA TIOALTIKG OKOTILLOTNTAC, ETE MPOKELTAL VLA TAV amoppwn tig Z'
OLKOUMEVIKAG 2Zuvobou TO 794, elte yud 10 Xxiopa tou 1054, eite yua v
uLoBétnon tng Bewpiag mepl «Ikavomoinong Tou OeoU» amo Tov AvoeApo
KavtepBouplag, katd pipnon tng peouvdapyknig Sikatoovvng.

2. AfoAdynon tou LoTtopLlkol £€pyou Tol Pwpavién.

MNap’ 6,tL oL amoPelg tov Pwpavidn PBaocilovtav 0€ yVWOTEC
ONUOCLEVPEVEG TINYECG, OEV €lXOV TTOPOUCLOOTEL HE AUTO TOV TPOTO Ao
KOVEVAV TIPOYEVEOTEPO £peuvnTh. H cuvBeon amoteAel amMOKAELOTIKA £pYO
ToU Pwpavidn. Ot Bulavtivoloyol yvwpllav OtL S€v UTIHPEE TTOTE KPATOC
moU va ovopadletal «Bulavtio», aAAd xpnotlpomnololoav TOV 0po Xwpic va
TOVL{OUV TIC TIOALTIKEG EMUMTTWOELC QLUTHC TAG EMIAOYNC.

MéxpL onUEPQ, OL LOTOPLKEG BEoELg TOU Pwpavidn S8év €xouv yivel
EVPUTEPA ATIOOEKTEG, OUTE £XOUV ELOXWPNOEL OTA SLOAKTIKA eyXelpidia,
nap’ 0Ao mou €xouv oulntnBel euputata, Wlaitepa otd Sladiktvo. Oa
TILOTEVE KATIOLOC OTL TIPOKELTAL VLA EVIEAWC KOLVOTOTIEC ATOYELC TIOU OEV
aéilel va amavtnBouv n ywa £odpBalpa Aavboouévee amoPelg mou Ka-
Toppintovtal eUKoAa amnod kABe mtuxlouxo lotopiag, omote MAAL 6€v a&ilel
va arntavtnBouv. Qotodoo, 6€v cupPBaivel oute TO €va oUTE TO AAMO.

TNV €peuvaA tou, Kapmo nmoAUxpovng kai moAupoxbng npoonabelag,
o Pwpavidncyxpnolponoinoe apeTpnteg mNYEC yvwotng aflomiotiag. Eival
duokolo va umootnpxOel otL mapéAelpe va AdBeL umtoyn Tou KAmoLa on-
HOVTIKA Tiny Tou Od aAloiwve td oupmepdopatd tou. Avtibeta,
KatopBwoe va avtAnoel mAnpodopiec amod UKPEC AEMTOUEPELEC, TTOU (OWC
glyav SLadUyeL TAC TPOCOXNC AAAWV EPEUVNTWV.

‘Eva XOpOKTNPLOTIKO TIOPASELYUO OTIOTEAEL O MPWTOTUTIOC LOXUPL-
OMOG TOU OTL 0TA pEoa ToU 8ou atwva ot urtodouAol otouc Ppaykouc Pw-
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poiol TAC onuepvAc MaAAlog cuppdxnoav e tolg ApaBec yld va armotl-
vaéouv t0 dpaykiko {uyo. H mAnpodopia autr, MpAYHATL, TIEPLEXETOL OTOV
TIOAU YyVWwOoTO ZuvexLotr tou Xpovikou tol Dpevteykadp, OMou Kai maparé-
UreL o Pwpavidng, alAa eixe ayvonBei w¢ twpa. H avakaAudn tng sival
EVOELKTLKN TN TPOOEKTIKAC LEAETNC TWV TINYWV Ao TO Pwpavidn.

‘Eva dAAO XapoKTNPLOTIKO TapAdelypa avakaAuPng AEMTOUEPELWY
Tou elyav Staduyel TG MPOooxNS AWV gpsuvnTwy amoteAel To MNpwTo-
KoAAo toU Aovdivou tr¢ 31-1-1836 mou kaBoplle 1O Skaiwpo HETOVA-
oteuong amo tv OBwpaviky Autokpatopia otiv EAAada. O Pwpavidng
eEETOOE TO TPWTOTUTO KELPEVO, 0Tl YOAALKN) YAwooa, tO omoio kal ma-
paBEtel ot peAétn tou «Examples of the Science of the Ethnic Cleaning of
Roman History and a Vision of the Future United States of Franco-Roma-
nia». Q¢ yvwotov, HEXPL TOTE O€ OAEC TiC SUTIKEC YAWOOEG OL TTPOYOVOL Hag
amokaAouvtayv «lpawkoi» (Greeks, Grecs, KAT.).

To keipevo tou NMpwtokdAAou tou Aovdivou eLodyel yLad mpwtn popd
) Sdtakplon avapeoa o€ «Hellenes» (oL katolkol ToU BaotAeiou tri¢ EANG-
80¢) kai «Grecs» (0OAoL 600l w¢ tote anokaAouvtav Mpatkotl/ EAAnveg kot
napepevayv otnv OBwpavikn emikpdtela). ESw amokaAvntetal TARPWG n
Sutikn mpornayavéa nov aAloiwoe TA €BvVIKA paG ovopata ava TOUG
OLLWVEG,.

MpoonaBwvtag va Siadopomowrjoouv tou¢ eAevBepouc PwpnoU¢
Ao ToU¢ UTOSOUAWUEVOUC 0ToUG Toupkoug Pwunoug, ot Meyaleg Auva-
Helc Stakpivouv avapeoa o€ Hellene kai Grec, dtadopd n omoia achaAwg
Ba mpokaAovoe Buunbdia, av petadpalotov otd eEAANVIKA!.

«Qg¢ elval orjpepov n tevutovornownBeioa Evpwrn ovdemnote BA evwdN
SL0TL KupLapxeltal amd 1O PATOLOTIKOV, PUAETIKOV, SlaoTaoTikov, sudal-
HOVLOTLKOV, Kol €KMETAAAEUTIKOV TveUUA TwV TEUTOVWV TO Omoiov ava-
{nTtel TNV KABUTIOTAELY KOl EKUETAAAEUOLY TWV AQWV UTIO HLKPWV LOLOTEAWVY
opadwv» (0.275). Ztrv enoxn tou Mvnuoviou, kaBwg ot Aaot TG Evpwrnng
amopakpuvovtal oAoéva o €vag amo tov aAlo kal aAAnAofpilovtal ekto-
EeUoVTOC PATOLOTLKA OAOYKayv, TA Adyla ToU Pwpavidn akouyovtal, yud aA-
An ua popd, mpodpnTika.

ME Tr) GUYKEKPLUEVN £pEuva, 0 Pwpavidng EAUOE MLA LOTOPLKN aMo-
pla, TV amavinon otrv onoila ayvoouoes T0 eupl Kowo. H amopla Atav:
ylati 6Aot ot Baotleic t¢ EANASOG, EekivwvTag amd tov devtepo Baolhd
(Fewpylo A', 1863) €depav TOV TITAO «Bao\el¢ Twv EAARVWVY, eVw O
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npwto¢ BaotAldc (OBwv) €depe tOV TitAO «BactAel )¢ EAAGSOC»; Htav
YVWOoTO OTL oL MeydaAeg Auvapelg amayopevoav otov OBwva va pEpeL TOV
TitAo «Bao\el¢ Twv EAAAVWV». Matt Opwe To enetpePav otov Mewpyo A';

Metd tOv Pwpavidn yvwpiloupe tnv e€nynon: o Obwv npbe to
1833, &6nAadn mpiv 10 MpwtdkoAAo toU 1836, 0TV aKOpn ot MeydaAeg
Avvapelg dév eixav dtadopomnoinoel toug «Hellenes» amd toug «Grecs».
Edv ovopalav tov OBwva «BacAéa twv EAARvVwv» (Roi des Grecs), 8a
dnAwvayv otL o OBwv eival BaocAtac OAwv 6cwv ol Autikol armokaAovoay
Grecs (Greeks, KATt.), SnAadn Twv Katoikwv Tou Baotheiov tric EAAASOC Kal
TwV UTtOSoUAWV Pwpnwv t¢ OBwpavikng Autokpatopiac.

Auto 6¢&v 10 NBslav oute ol Meydlec Auvapelc oute, PpuUOLKA, N
Toupkia. AvtiBeta, triv €moxn mou npbe o Newpylog A', 16 1863, unnpxe
nAéov n Sladopormoinon petaty «Hellenes» kal «Grecs», xdpn oto Mpw-
TOKoAAO ToU 1836. Etol, o Ml'ewpylog ovopaotnke «Roi des Hellenes»/ «Ba-
OWAeVC TwV EAAAVWVY» Kol OAOL TOV EUXAPLOTNUEVOL.

Yuvenwg, 6év pmopel va unootnpxBel 6tL 0 Pwpavidng ayvonoe Tig
nnyec. E€loou Suokolo eival va umootnplxBel OTL mapavonoe TG TNYEC
Tou. MNa mapadewypa, n arnoPn OtL n Pwpaikn Autokpatopia, mpiv ThAV
gloBoAn twv BapPapikwv duAwv, Atav diyhAwoon eival mAgov amodekto
CUUTTEPAOHO TWV CUYXPOVWV gpeuvnTwy. MNa Vv akpifela, n mAetoPnodia
TOoU TMANBuopoU pLAoUoE €AANVIKA, OTIWC €XEL UTIOOTNPILEEL TELOTIKA O
Kopudaloc ouyxpovog HeAeTnNTAC TNC Yotepng Apxawotntag, o [MAtep
Mnpdouv («O k6opog TG Yotepng Apxatotntac» kal AAAa €pya Tou).

O AOyo¢ Atav amAog: OAa TA CNHOVTIKA OOTIKA KEVIpa Bplokovtav
OTO OVOTOALKO TUAMA TOU KPATOUC, Kal autd eixav nén e AAnviotel amno
NV enoxn twv Atadoxwv tov Meyalou Ale€avdpou. Mépa amd tq Pwun,
S€V UTINPXE KAMLA PEYAAN TTOAN OTO SUTIKO TUAMA TAG AUTOKPOTOPLAG.

O navermotnuakog kadnyntng, MpwtonpeoBitepo¢ 1. MEWPYLOG
MetaAAnvogueAeTnoe enil SEKAETIEG TIG LOTOPLKES TINYEC, KUPLwG TAC Toup-
Kokpatiog kol tou 190u awwva, aAAd OxL HOVOoV QUTEG, Kol KatéAnée o€
TOUTOONMA CUUTEPACHATA HE TOV Pwpavidn. To ekteveg SNUOCLEVUUEVO
€pyo tou 1. lewpyiou emiBefatwvel Td nopiocpata tol Pwpavidn.

To (6o amotéAeopa TPOEKLUYPE Ao TAV AVEEAPTNTN TIPOCWTILKA HOLG
EPEUVO OE OPLOUEVEC TINYEC TNC MECALWVLIKNAG lotoplag. Metall aAAwv
gtetaotnkav n «lotopia twv Opaykwv» tou Mpnyopiou ¢ Toup, n «loto-
plat Twv FotOwv» ToU lopdavn, TO «Xpovikod Tou Ppevieykap», n «lotopla
Twv NAoyyoBdapdwv» tou MavAou Atakovou, n «NopoBeoia twv Aoyyo-
Bapdwvy» o€ emipélela tnc Drew K. Fischer, n Bloypadia tou KapAopayvou


http://www.sophia-ntrekou.gr/2013/05/blog-post_1179.html
http://www.sophia-ntrekou.gr/2013/05/blog-post_1179.html
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(«Vita Caroli») toU Einhard, n «Avadopd mept t¢ nmpeoPeiag €1 Kwv-
otavtivouTioAlv» («Relatio de legatione Constantinopolitana») to0 Alout-
npavdou tN¢ Kpepodvag, n «Xpovoypadia» tol Ocodavn, ol «EMIOTOAESY
ToU Matplapxn NikoAdou MuoTtikoU, to «[po¢ tov (dlov uldv Pwpovov»
ToU Kwvotavtivou Mopdupoyevvntou Kkal tO €mog tou «Alyevy Axkpitay.
Kavéva amod td cupnepacpota tov Pwpavidn 6év Bploketal o€ avtiBeon
HE TLC TINYEC TTOU €EETACAIE .

MéxpL onuepa S€v €xoupe uTIOY N HOC KATIOLOL CUVEKTLKN avtikpouon
Twv B€ocswv T0U Pwpavidn. O MAPOUCLACOULE, TIAVIWE, OTA CUVEXELA
TLEVTE KPLTLKEG TTOU €£XOUV £YEPOel KOTA KALPOUC OTIiC amoyEeLg Tou.

Avayvwpilel OTL aUTO TO Opapa €ivol OUTOTILKO, aAAd omevdel va
TPOCOEoel OTL lval AlyOTEPO OUTOTILKO QIO TO CNMEPLWVO Opapa TG Evw-
HEvNg Evpwring: «Ed’ dcov NN mpoomabolv KATL TTApOOLOV VA KAUOUV Ol
onuepvol Evpwmatotl dwatt va pR emblwéouv TV OALYWTEPOV OUTOTIL-
OTLKAV KAl LOTOPLKWG TIPOYULATLKNV EVOTNTA TWV Pwpaiwv mpoyovwy Twv;».

(a) ‘lowg n KUpLATEPN CUVOALKA KPLTIKA TOU £pyou ToU Pwua-
vién npoépxetal ano tov Vladimir Moss ot} peAétn «Against Romanides --
A Critical Examination of the Theology of Fr. John Romanides» (2012) . ¢
0,TL adopd TO LoTopLKO okeEAOCG, 0 Moss dradpwvei pé 16 Pwpavién uvno-
otnpilovtag otL:

(i) OuL ®paykolL Atav oL povol e€apxng OpbodotoL amnod
OAouc Touc BapBaplkouc Aaoug mou eykataotadnkav oto £€dadoc tng Pw-
Haiiknc Autokpatopiac (ot dAAoL elxov 0loTIO0TEL TOV APELAVLOUO). ZUVETIWC
oL «Kataktnoelg» Twv Opaykwyv, Omwg m.x. eni XAwdoBikouv, yupw oto 510,
navnyuvplotnkav amnod tou¢ Pwpaioug ¢ AVong we «ameAeuBEpwon» Kot
OXL WG Kataktnon. (0.73).

Ma va otnpiéel 10 emxeipnua tou, o Moss mapamnéunel otnv Ka-
BoAwkn) EykukAomaidela tov 1917, omou Stafaloupe ya tov XAwdopiko
bpaocelg, onwg «Mavtou elonyaye KaAoUg vOpoug». Autd BePfaiwg dev
uropel va BewpnBel we atlomiotn aviikpouon. AAAWOTE, N €UVOIKA OVTL-
pnetwriion twv Opdaykwv and tiv KaboAwkry EykukAomaideita paAAov erL-
BeBawwvel mapd KAOVIlEL TOV LOXUPLOUO TOU Pwpavidn,.

ErtutAéov, o Moss mapanéurmnel otnv lotopia twv Opdaykwv tov pn-
yopiou tA¢ Toup, ypadovtag otL «mtouBeva v audlofntel T vouLlpotnta
¢ Opaykikng e€ovoiac» (0.74).

O Pwpavidng dtapaoe dtadopetika tov Mpnyoplo tng Toup o omolog:
«eypaev lotopiav Twv Opaykwv HEXPL To 591, dnAadn:


https://www.facebook.com/vladimir.moss
https://www.facebook.com/vladimir.moss
https://el.wikipedia.org/wiki/%CE%93%CF%81%CE%B7%CE%B3%CF%8C%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82_%CE%A4%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%81%CF%8E%CE%BD%CE%B7%CF%82
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1) npiv katd-Adfouv ot @Opdykol TAAPWE TAV
LEpap)LOV Kall
2) KOTA TV EMOXNV KATOlOC cuVEPYAOLag LETAEY
Opaykwv Kal Pwpaiwv td ta kowad twv nmpofAnuata. MNopd tavta, av Kal
o pnyopLog sumveetal amd tAV ovelpormolov eAntidba otL ol Pwpuaiotl Ba
ETNPEACOUV €V KALPWw KOAWG tou¢ Ppdykoug kai otL Ba katadEpouv ol
Pwpaiotl kuplwg eniokomol va cuvexioouv thVv dloiknotv Tou mMARBoug Twv
KataktnOévtwy Pwpaiwv ek pEpoug twv Opaykwy, G€vV amokpUMTEL Kol
TAG ULKPOTEPOG AeTtTOpEPELQC TEPL TAC aypLOTNTOC Kail BapBapotnToC Twv
Opaykwv». (Pwunoouvn, o. 137, unoonu.199).
O okoma¢ tn¢ unnpée nmavrote va dtaowoel Ty HEB0SO Bepamneiog
ToU avOpwrov, rou eixe xabel otoug umoAouToug TOALTIOHOUC, Kail va ToV
odnynoetL oty B€won. AuTog 0 oKOoTIOG OEV EXEL KAULA OXEon UE TeploloL-
oUG AaoU¢, eKAEKTOUC euyeVEiC Kal LEpEC YAWOOEG.
(ii) H amopakpuvon ¢ Autikn¢ Evpwning amod tiv Op-
Bodotia, ypadel o Moss, 6€v pmopel va anodobel povo o€ Eva yepuaviko
dUAo nov mpoomnaBoloe va kataotpePel T Pwuaikotnta (0.76). It cuy-
kpouon UE TV KwvotavtivoUmoAn cuppeteixav kai Pwpaiol tT¢ Avong: o
Mamnag Ztedavog B' Intnoe Bonbela amnod 1o Opayko BactAid Mutivo 16 754
Kol e€UBpLle TOUC «lpalkoug» o€ emilotoAry tou. O Mamoag Adplavog A'
napouciooce 10 785 tic Weudo-lowbwpleg Alatdéelc mol amotéAecav 1O
BEUEALO TWV TTATILKWY OTTALTI|OEWV ATIOAUTOPXLOC OTOUG EMOUEVOUC OLWVEG
(0.79). O NMamoag Aéwv I Atav o kUpLoc KepSLOPEVOC TAC oTEPYNC Tou
KapAopdyvou 16 800, S10TL «ATIEKTNOE €vVaV OLUTOKPATOPA «TOETNG» OTH
B£on Tou AvatoAilkou Autokpatopa» (0.81).
O Moss maparmnéunetl ektevweg oto BLBAio kamolou FAAOU nyoupEvou
ToU 190U awwva (Guettee) yia va €flotoprioeL TR OXEON TATLOMOU Kol
KapAopdayvou. Amopel o avayvwotng nwe eivat duvatov eva cupBatiko
BBAlo, ol ekd0Bnke mpiv 150 xpovia kail emavalapPAavel THV KATESTN-
HEvN aroyn, va Bswpeitatl avtikpovon tol Pwpavidn.
Y€ kaBe mepintwon, o Pwpavidng eixe ndn amavtiosl o€ 6Aa autd
Kot eldka ya tic Wevdo-lodbwpleg Alataéelc Bewpouoe OTL ATOTEAECAV TN
YPOUMA Apuvac Twv Pwpoaiwv Manmwv katd te Opaykikng emnibeonc.
Emntiong, eivat SUokolo va melotol e OtL o MNamnag kKEPSLoE KATL EvavTL TOU
KapAopdyvou, mEpa amd TOV MPOOWPLVO KATEUVOOUO TOU OTPOTOKPATN
nyepova. AANwOTE, ONMwe ypadel oPECWS TIO KATwW o Moss, o KapAo-
HLAyVOG ayvonoe tov Mamna, otav EMPOKELTO VA oTEPEL TO YO Tou Aoudofi-
KO autokpatopa (0.81).


http://www.sophia-ntrekou.gr/2013/12/Pws-tha-ginei-i-Dysi-pali-orthodoxi.html
http://www.sophia-ntrekou.gr/2013/12/Pws-tha-ginei-i-Dysi-pali-orthodoxi.html
http://www.sophia-ntrekou.gr/2013/06/blog-post_2091.html
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Mapd TG LOVLXAIOTIKEG QTTAOTIOLNOELS TWV ETILKPLTWY TOU, 0 Pwpavi-
NG €XEL TOPOUCLACEL YL TTOAU TILO CUVOETN QMELKOVLION AUTAC TG TIEPLO-
Sdou. Agv €xeL KapLd oxéon HE TN «PUAETIKA Bswpla» yld tTAV omola Tov
Katnyopel o Moss (0.96) kai 6év Bswpel dtL OAoL oL dutikoi Pwpaiol RTav
oL «KaAoi» TAC lotopiag. X€ pLd emoxn adopnNTwyV TIECEWV Kol EEVLKNC
KATOXNG, apkeTol cupBLBaoctnkav pE toug Opaykoug eite yld AOYou g TaKTL-
KNG €ite yld Aoyouc memoibnong. Ot aAAeMAAANAEC PETABOAEC OTOV TTATILKO
Bpovo, ebka tov 100 aiwwva, avtavaklovoav Ti¢ SLAKUUAVOELS OTAV
Loopporia Suvapewv Opaykwv Kai Pwpaiwv thg Pwungc.

Maviwe, akopun Kol umo tic SUOKOAOTEPEC oUVONRKESC DPOAYKLIKAC Tiie-
ong, ot Mamnec napépelvav OpBodoéoL otod doyua, yU auto Kal Td ovopata
Toug Kataypadovtav otd dimtuxa tg KwvotaviivoumoAng nexpt to 1009.
To xapoaktnplotiko moapadetypa anoteAetl o idlog o Aéwv I, o Mamag mov
gotee Tov KapAopayvo to6 800.

Otav ot Opaykot avaknpuéav o€ Soyua TtV mpocOnkn tou PpLALokBe
ot10 JUpBoAo t¢ Miotewg (2Uvodog Aaxev 809), o Aéwv amaAvinoe UE TN
xapoén tou JUpBOAoU xwplc T0 GALOKPBE 0€ SUO QONUEVLIEG TTAAKEC OTO
vao tou Ayilou MNEtpou PE TV emypadn «tavta Afwv €0nka SU ayamnv
kal pUAaELY THC 0pB08OEOU TtioTEWS» (Pwpnoolvn oeA. 59). EmpokeLto yid
Klvnon OUPLotng yevvalotntag, OTav Ol AnTINTEC OTPATLEC ToU KapAopa-
yvou Bpiokovtav akoun otnv Itaiia.

(iii) Onwc kal oL meplocodTEPOL OVOYyVWOTEC TOU Pwpavi-
dn, o Moss amnoppintel ) pwoomnaotikn amoyn otL ot} NoaAAkn Emoava-
otaon e€eyEpOnkav oL FaAAo-Pwpaiol SouAomapotkol evavtiov twv Opa-
VKWV KupLapxwv. TRV amokaAel amAwg «avonoio» («nonsense») kal Bew-
PEL OTL Y€ KATL TETOLA O Pwpavidng «ovaxwpnos amo TAV Lotopia yud to
BaoiAelo ¢ davtaciocy (0.94).

QO0TO00 VEWTEPOL EEVOL EPEUVNTEG EXOUV EVIOTIOEL OTOLXELQL TOU
unootnpilouv tov Pwpavidn. Ztnv svbladpEpouoa UEAETN TOU UE TiTAO
«The Franks», o Edward James mapaBetel pid dpaon amod €mMOTOAN TAC
Awatepivng tn¢ MeyaAng, katd T Sddpkela tig NaAAkng Emavaotaong,
omou n toapiva ypadel: «Agv BAEnete ti yivetal oty FoAAia; Ot NaAdteg
Slwyvouv toug Opaykoug».

JUVETWG, oTiG HeyaAeg AUAEC TAC Eupwmng ATAV YyVWOoTO TO TL OUVE-
Boawve, €0Tw KL Qv ol emavaotatec amokaAovvtal «MaAdatec» avili «Pw-
potow.

H Pwpatoolvn anodeixtnke avd toug alwves n kot eoxnv ume-
pBaon tol eBvikiopoU. Evétate kal adopolwoe molkihoug Aaoug Stado-


http://www.sophia-ntrekou.gr/2014/02/Rwmiosyni.html
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PWV YAWOOIKWV TIPOoeAeVOEWY, Xwpic va Sivel onpaocia oUTe OTOV TOTO
KOTAYWYNC OUTE OTNV KOWWVLKN B€on.

(B) MNépa amod try ouVoALKN KpLTIKA ToU Moss, oL AAAEC ETTLE-
POUC KPLTLKEC TIoU €xouv dnuooteutel elval oAU 1o Attéc. O A. Nichols,
KaBoALKOC Lep€OC KAl TAVETLOTNULAKOC KAONYNTAG, O LA evOeAeXn ETL-
okomnon Twv kopudaiwv Opbodofwv BeoAdywv tou 200U awwva, xapa-
KtnplleL T «Pwunoolvn» wg éva «Tmepiepyo €pyo», aAAd n povn avtikpou-
on ov npoodEpeL eival n e€NC:

. «TO KUpLO MPOBANUA LE aUTH TAV LoTopLkh StatplPn sival
OTL ot Autikol BapBapot, avti va emBupolv va Eavadtidéouv T AUTKNA
Pwpaiki Autokpatopia kat’ elkova Toug, Kai €toL va dtappniéouv ta deopa
NG KE TRV AvatoAn, Ntav mapa moAU eUTUXeic va amodexBouv omoladn-
TIOTE KANPOVOULA TNG, €LTE TOALTIOTIKN, YAWOOLKN 11 OpnOKEUTIKA, TTOU O
EAANVO-PWHAIKOGC KOOGUOC 0TO 0UVOAO Tou BA pmopouloe va Toug MPoodE-
PEL.

H nmapatipnon tou Nichols 6d pmopoloe va LoxUEL, €V UEPEL, yLd
TOUG aPXLKOUC KATAKTNTEC TNC ITaAilag, Toug OotpoyodtOouc, oL omolol uLlo-
BETnoav OVTWG OPKETA €EWTEPLKA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA TAG PWHAIKAG SdLaku-
Bépvnong. Aév Rtav, Opwe, autol ovu adnoav T Hovipn oppayida toug
ot Autiky Eupwrnn. Meta triv ATt ToUug amo tov lovotviavo, sfadavi-
oTnKav arno to npooknAvio TAC lotoplag kai n e€€ALEN Tt AutikAg Eupwrng
KaBoplotnke amno touc OpayKoug.

O Dpaykol smélefav T ocuykpouon PE Tt Pwpaikn Autokpatopia,
OXL MOVO O€ TOALTIKO emimedo, aAAd Kol o€ TMOALTIOTIKO Kol BgoAoyiko.
Enopévwe, 6€v mpemel va awcbavovtav «mapa oAU €UTUXELC va amode-
x0ouv omowadnmote kKAnpovould tne». Maviwg sival aflompooekto OtTL 0
Nichols, mapd 10 avwtépw oXOALO Tou, Bewpel TOV Pwpavidn wg évav amnod
TOoUC Kopudaioug BeoAdyouc ToU KOGHOU Tou 200U awva.

(v) M kpttikn mou daivetal va umoAavOavel o€ dadopa
oXOALa EAAAVWV yLa Tic B€oelg ToU Pwpavidn elval 0tL n evaoxoAnon HE ta
LOTOPLKA €BVIKA HOG OVOHATA ELvVaL AVAXPOVLOTIKA Kal OtL To {NTnua tou
g0VIkoU ovopatog 6€v €XEL KAULA ouolaoTIK onuacia onpepa. Qotdoo,
onwc anedelée n eunepia Twv teAevtaiwy 20 etwy, 6mou n EAAASa €xel
gUMAOKel 0€ A @Autn SuTAwpatiky Stopdxn yld tO Ovopa YELTOVLIKOU
KPATOUG, TA €OVIKA ovopata 6€v amoteAoUv aBweg eTILAOYEC.

AvtiBeta, kouBaiouv cluvBetou¢ oupBoALlopoUc, tepikAeiovuv edadt-
KEC Olekblknoelg, emavakaBopilouv TiC LOTOPLKEC emMIAOYEC Kol tpodo-
S0TOUV TA TOALTLOTLKA €TUTEVYHATA TOU HEANOVTOC. JUVETIWC, £Lval €VTe-
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AWC amapaitntn N cwotn yvwon Twv €0ViKwv ovopatwy Kai tolu cupPo-
ALkoU Bapouc ov petadEPOLV.

H armoyn otL n Pwpaiki Autokpatoplia, tpiv tAv elofoAn twv BapPa-
plkwv ¢uAwv, Atav diyAwoon eival mAEoV amOSEKTO CUUTEPACHO TWV
ouyxpovwyv gpeuvntwyv. Na v akpifeta, n mAswoPndia tov MAnBuouoL
HLAOUOE €AANVLKA, OTIWG €XEL UTIOOTNPLEEL TTELOTIKA 0 Kopudaiog cuyxpo-
VoG HEAETNTAC TAC YoTepng Apxaotntag, o Mntep Mmpdouv.

(6). Mua emipavelakn avayvwon tou €pyou toU Pwpavidn
Uropel va odnynoeL otV eviumwon OTL N KAtAAnén twv anoPewv tou
elval €vac LOLOTUTIOC EBVIKIOUOC. AVTL YLA TOV VEOEAANVLKO €BVIKIOUO, ava-
dUETAL EVAC «PWHNOCUVIKOC» €BVIKLOMOGC. OL Pwunot tavutifovtal peE Toug
OpBodotouc Xplotiavouc amokAeiovtag AAAou¢ Aaoug amo trv opon mi-
otn.

. «Aév pmopel €vag Kwelog va sivalr OpBodooc; lMNarti va
TowTLotel N Pwpnoouvn pé v OpBodotia;» eival T eUAOYO EpWTNHAL.

2TV TpayHaTkoTnTa 0 Pwpavidng €BAene ) Pwpatooclvn wg KATL

TOAU €UPUTEPO QMO TA OpLa EVOG £€0voug, £€0Tw Kai ToUu pwuaikou — Av
urtoteBel OTL UMOPOUPE VA WANCOUUE YA «pwHaikO €6voc». H Pwpal-
oouvn NTOV €vag OLKOUMEVIKOCG TTOALTLOMOC TIoU TteplAdpPave tov EAANVL-
OUO OTHV OLKOUMEVLKN Tou Sldotaon.

O XpLOTLAVIOHOC XPNOLUOTIOINOE HEV OTAV OpoAoyia Tou THV EAANVLKA
YAwooa, oANQ KaBe Aaog pmopel va evtagel ot Sikn Tou mapadoon TtV
eEAANVOPWUAIKN XPLOTLOVLKN KANnpovopld. MaAlota, oUTE oL VEOEAANVEG
€XOUV KATIOLAL TIPOVOULOKA METOXE(pLON AOYw €BVIKAG Kataywyng. Avti-
Beta, oto Pabud molu ayvoouv TNV wOTopia TG Pwpnoouvng, €xouv
arnodexOel TV mpomayavda Twv SUTIKOEUPWTIALWY KoL EXOUV HETATPATIEL
o€ MpatkVAouc.

Mapd tol¢ wxuplopouc dladopwy emikpltwy, n Pwpatoolvn amno-
deixtnke ava toUG alwveg n kot e€oxnv unmépPaon tou €OvIKLOopoU. Eve-
tate kai adopoiwoe mowkidoug Aaouc Sladopwv YAWOOLKWY TIPOEAEU-
OEWV, XWpPLc va Sivel onpaocia oUTe OTOV TOTO KATAYWYAS OUTE OTAV KOL-
VWVLKN B€on. O okomog tng unpée navrote va dtaowoel Ty pEBodo Oe-
paneio¢ Tov avBpwrov, ol eixe xaBel oTOUC UTTOAOLTTOUG TIOALTLOMOUG,
Kol vd tov odnynoetL ot Béwaon. AuTOC 0 OKOTIOG SEV EXEL KAULA OXEON UE
TLEPLOVUCLOUG AlOUG, EKAEKTOUC EVYEVELC Kl LEPEG YAWOOEC.

. O i610¢ 0 Pwpavidng tovilel cuvexwe ™ dtadopad ¢ Pwuno-
ouvnGg and tou¢ €Bvikiopoug: «Nal péEv o Pwunog €xel amoAutov Te-
noibnowv €1 v Pwunoolvnv tou, aAAd oUte aVOTIKOC OUTE HULOOA-


http://www.sophia-ntrekou.gr/2014/02/Rwmiosyni.html
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A0b0E0C elval Kol oUTe €xel Kappiav Eevodofiav. AVTIOETWE ayamd toug
E€vouc ouxl opwe adeAwc. Touto SLOTL yvwpllel 0TL 0 OOC ayarmd 6Aoug
ToUC avBpwrouc Kai 0Aag Tac puAdc kol OAa td €6vn xwpic dtakplowv Kal
Xwpi¢ mpotipnowy». Kai Alyo mapakdtw: «Ald touto n Pwunoouvn eivat
auvtonenoibnolg, tanewodpoolvn, Kol ltAdtipov Kot oxL kKiBdnAog auto-
nenoibnolg, ttapotng Kol eywiopos. O npwiopog ¢ Pwunoolvng eivot
aAnOn¢ kat Slapkng Katdotaol Tol MVEUHATOC Kal oxL ayplotng, Boap-
BapodTNG KOl apmaKTKOTNCY.

ItRv evlladEpovoa PeEAETN Tou PE TitAo «The Franks», o Edward
James mapaBetel pd ppaon amnod enotoAn g Atkatepivng tTng MeyaAng,
katd Tt Sudapkela ¢ MoAAkn¢ Emavaotaong, omou n toopiva ypadet:
«A€v BAEmete Tl yivetaw ot FaAAla; Ot MaAdateg Swwyvouv touc Opaykouc».
JUVETMWG, OTiG neyaAeg AUAEG ¢ Eupwrmng ATav yvwoTto to Tl ouveRaLve,
€0TW KL AV OL EMAVAOTATEC amokaAovuvtal «faAdtec» avti «Pwpaiow.

(e). TEAog, Ld yevikOTEPN KOl OPKETA TELOTLKA KPLTLKN Xapa-
KTNPLJEL OUTOTILKA TA CUUMEPACHATA TAG €peuvac ToU Pwpavidn. KAeivo-
VTOG TNV UEAETN TwV €pywV Tou, ToAlol avayvwoteg B odnynBouv oto
CUUTIEPAOHO OTL O cuyypadEaC TAPOTPUVEL O HLA avacuotaon TS Pw-
Hotikng Autokpatopiog onuepa. Mpaypartt, ot teAevutaieg oeAidec ¢ «Pw-
Hnoouvnec», otov Emidoyo, poltdlouv cdv PHeYaAOTIVOO TIOALTIKO HavidEOTo
yla Vv erotpodn TG «teutovomolnBeiong» Eupwmng otov «eAANVIKO
TIOALTIOMO TwV Pwpaiwv»:

«OL ev ) AUoeL amoyovol TwV Pwpaiwv oxL povov avetpepav tAv
Tk Vv euyEvelav Kol Bgoloyiav ToU peoUSAALOHMOU TWV KATAKTNTWY TWV,
aAld gival wptpot U emavodov €L¢ TV Pwpatooclvny Twv mPoyovwy Twy
TNV omotiav ot ev AvatoAn Pwpaiot Statnpolv pEXPL CAKEPOV UE TO TIAROO0C
TWV TIOALTIOTIKWY TNEG EKONAWOEWV TO OTOLOV KATIOTE UTIHPXE Kal €LC TAV
dutikAv Pwpatoouvnv». (0.273).

IT} OUVEXELQ, «.... amoteutovomnolnBeioa n €otw Kai umd dlaotpe-
BAwpevnv popdnv SlaocwBeica ev dutikp Eupwrnn pwpavodwvog Kol
KeAtodpwvog Pwpaloolvn eMavEPXETAL €LC TAV APXLKAV TNS €OVIKnv, Bpn-
OKEUTIKNAYV, Kal moAltikiv evotnta adol katapyeital oUTw TO TEUTOVLKOV
TIVEU O TEMOAXIOUOU TWV ATTOYOVWY TWV Pwpailwy €1 ULKPA EYWKEVTPLKA
Kat tdloteAn kpatn». (0.275).

Amopel o avayvwotng nwg eivat Suvatov eva cupPatiko BiBAlo, mou
ekd00nke mpilv 150 xpovia kal emoavodapPavel TV Kateotnuevn amoyn,
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va Bewpeital avtikpouon tol Pwpavidn. € kaBe nepintwon, o Pwpavidng
elxe n6n amavinoel o€ 0Aa avtd Kal edika yia tic Wevdo-lowbwpleg Ala-
Tatelc Oewpovoe OTL AmOoTEAECAV TH YPOUU Apuvac Twv Pwpaiwv MNanwv
Katd t¢ Opaykikng enibeonc.

MpokeLtal puolka yLd pLd ovtormia. Onwcg, AAAWOTE, ouToTia ATAV N
Staknpuén eAaxiotwv EBpaiwv t¢ Alaomopdg to 1897 yid emotpodn Tou
Slaokopriopévou emni 2000 xpovia eBpaikou Aaol ot ' ¢ EmayyeAiag,
HE TpwTtelovoa TNV lepouvcalnu. Agv xpeldotnkayv, OUwE, mavw amo 50
Xpovia yLd va ipayotonoln0«L.

O Pwpavidng avayvwpeilel 0TL auto TO Opapa €ivol OUTOMLKO, aAAG
omeLdel va mpooBEoel OTL €ival AlyOTEPO OUTOTILKO ATO TO ONUEPLVO
opapa t¢ Evwuévne Evupwning: «Ed’ 6oov nén mpoomabouv KATL OPO-
HOlOV VA KApOUV ol onuepwvol Evupwrmaiot dtati va pun embiwéouv tAv
OALYWTEPOV OUTOTILOTLKNV KAl LOTOPLKWE TIPAYHOTIKAYV EVOTNTA TwWV Pwpai-
WV TMpoyovwyv twv;» Kail elval meploocdtepo ouTOTKO TO Opapa NG Evw-
HEvNg Eupwring diotL:

«Qg¢ elval orjpepov n tevtovonoinBeioa Evpwrn ovdémnote BA evwdN
SLOTL KupLapxeital amd 10 PATOLOTIKOV, PUAETIKOV, SlaoTtaoTikov, sudal-
HOVLOTLKOV, KOl EKUETAAAEVUTIKOV TIvEU A TWV TEUTOVWY TO omoiov avaln-
tel TV KoBumoTtaélv Kal EKPETAAAEUCLY TWV AQWV UTIO HLKPWYV LOLOTEAWV
opadwv» (0.275).

Onwc angdelée n epnepla twv teAevtaiwyv 20 etwyv, o6mou n EANGda
EXEL EUMAOKEL O€ pLd AAvTn SUTAWMATIKNA Stapdxn yld té Ovopa yeLto-
VLIKOU KPATOUG, TA €OVIKA ovopata 6€v anoteAoUv abBweg emtAoyEg. Avti-
Beta, kouBaAkouv cuvBeToug cupBoALopoUC, TiepikAelouv eSadLkég Slekdi-
KNoeLg, emavakaBopilouv Ti¢ LOTOPLKEG eMIAOYEC Kal TpododoTtolv TA MOoAL-
TLOTIKA ETUTEVYHATA TOU MEANOVTOC. JUVETIWG, ElvalL EVTEAWC amapaitntn n
oWwOoTH yvwon tTwv €Ovikwv ovopdtwv Kai tol cupPoAikol Bapoug mou
HeTadEPOLV.

2tAv enoxn tou Mvnuoviou, kaBwc ot Aaol ¢ Eupwnng amopa-
KpUVOVTOL OAOEVA 0 €vag armo Tov aAAo kai aAAnAoBpilovtal ektoéevovtag
POTOLOTLKA CAOYKaOV, TA Adyla ToU Pwpavidn akovyovtal, yid aAAn pa ¢o-
pa, tPodNTLKAL.

OAokAnpwvovtag autn T ouvtoun avadopd, UMopoupe va cuvoi-
OOUWE ouumepaivovtag mwe, €KTOC amod kopudaio¢ OeoAdyog mayko-
opiwg, o 1. lwavvne Pwpavidng umnpée Kol £vac mMPwTonopog LOTOPLKOC.
Xpnolyormnoinoe dlaomapteg HEUOVWHEVEG TTANpodoplec TToU SLEAaBav TG


http://www.sophia-ntrekou.gr/2014/09/o-theos-einai-i-toy-kosmoy-zwopoios-dynami-einai-fysi-athanatos.html
http://www.sophia-ntrekou.gr/2014/11/1927-2001.html
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TPOCOXNC AAAWV EPELVVNTWV Kal Ti¢ cuvEBeoe 0€ HLA evieAwC KawvoUpyLa
oUAANYN, N omola avteée otod XpOVo Kal oTic KPLTLKEC.

Autn n peyoaAomnvon cuvBeon ocuvdudlel TV LOTOPLKA £€pEuva UE TN
BeoAoyikn mpotaon Kal eival yepd BepeAlwpévn otrv napadoon 1000 TAG
EkkAnoiag 600 kai tol opB6dofou Aaou. N’ auto kai Ba mapapeivel TOAU-
TLHO KTAHA VLA TG LEANOVTLKEC YEVEEC OANG TN avBpwmoTNTAC.
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The huge contribution of Fr. John Romanides to theology was based
on solid empirical, experiential knowledge gained from his family
environment, especially his mother Evlampia. Similarly, his contribution to
historical science was also based on personal experiences that he had,
which led him to original thinking and radical conclusions, after, of course,
exhaustive research. He began his first history book, Romiosini (1975), by
telling of an incident he experienced in 1951 as a young parish priest in
America. He was notified to go to the home of someone who was ill, and
by mistake he knocked on the wrong door which was answered by a
Greek. At the same time the brother of this Greek came into the living
room, whom Romanides recognized as the leader of the Albanians in the
city. Neither the two brothers nor Romanides were able to explain this
paradox. The key to the interpretation is found in the pages that followed
in the book Romiosini.

Also, of course it is no coincidence that Romiosini was written after
the encounter of Romanides with Lebanon and Syria, at the Theological
School of Balamand. There he realized that thousands of believers
belonging to the Patriarchate of Antioch identified themselves as "Roman
Orthodox" without being Greeks, not even Greek speakers. This paradox
was also solved in the book Romiosini.

On an academic level, Romanides' debt to Florovsky must be
recognized, with whom he had a particularly close relationship, as is clear
from their hitherto published correspondence. Florovsky was particularly
interested in the interaction of theology and history and Romanides was
inspired by the same spirit.

The historical work of Romanides consists mainly of three studies:

1) Romiosini (1975), 2)Franks, Romans, Feudalism and Dogma
(1982), and 3) Prologue to the second edition of Ancestral Sin (1989). In
addition, several historical elements are included in the extended
introduction to Roman Fathers of the Church: Volume One (1984), where
the synthesis of theological and historical discourse becomes obvious. Yet
in almost all of his studies after 1975, historical elements intrude into the
theological.
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1. The Basic Historical Positions of Fr. John Romanides.

The historical positions of Romanides, beginning in 1975 when they
were first heard, have become well known now and there is no need to
repeat them here except only briefly:

A) Roman Civilization is actually Greek. Rome was a Greek city, and
many ancient Roman writers wrote in Greek or were bilingual, and the
Greek language was one of the two official languages of the Senate, where
the position of the translator was abolished from the first century B.C. This
is why the Apostle Paul wrote his Epistle to the Christians of Rome in
Greek. Even worship in the city of Rome was conducted in Greek until the
early fourth century. In the entire Empire, the majority of the population
spoke Greek.

B) The main cultural division of Europe did not come from the
diversification of Greco-Roman, but by the diversification of Roman-Frank,
that occurred after the conquest of the western section of the Empire by
the barbarian tribe known as the Franks. The Franks subjugated the
Romans and turned them into serfs, while they remained feudal, enclosed
in protected towers. The acquisition was completed by Charlemagne and
was accompanied by the theological independence of the Synod of
Frankfurt in 794 (that rejected the Seventh Ecumenical Synod), the Synod
of Aachen in 809 (that introduced the Filioque into the Symbol of Faith)
and the gradual occupation of the papal throne between 983 and 1046.
Important milestones in this occupation are 1009 (the ousting of the last
Orthodox Pope) and 1014 (the official introduction of the Filioque into the
Church of Rome). The descendants of the Romans in the West remained
enslaved until 1789, when they revolted and were liberated in France,
ignorant however of the Romiosini of their ancestors and their
identification with the Romans of the East.

C) The Schism did not occur between the Byzantine and the
Roman Churches, but between the Orthodox Romans (of East and West)
and the Frankish conquerors of the papal throne. Because the Romans of
Old Rome resisted for decades the Frankish aspirations, a direct
occupation of the papal throne was required by the Franks (completed in
1046) and immediately after this the Schism was proclaimed. The causes of
the Schism are related primarily to the political aspirations of the Franks



19
and not some mythical inevitable contrast between Greek and Roman
theology.

D) As conquerors of Western Europe, the Franks imposed their
own misrepresentative version of the Story, naming the free Romans
"Greeks" to differentiate them from the Romans of France and Italy which
they had conquered. Then, after the fall of Constantinople, when there
were no more free Romans, they renamed the Empire to "Byzantium", to
cut off all the enslaved Romans from their historical continuity and prevent
any reconstitution of the Empire. In fact there never has been a "Byzantine
Empire". The term was first used in 1562 by Hieronymus Wolf in his
publication of a collection of historical sources.

E) Despite all this, however, the enslaved Romans of the East
under the Turks retained the memory of their Empire, and there was
always a risk of their claiming it anew. The Great Powers, with the
assistance of modern Greek intellectuals like Koraes, undertook to
persuade the people that they were only descendants of the ancient
Greeks who had been enslaved for the past 2000 years under the Romans
and the Turks. These same Powers switched to a positive support of the
Revolution of 1821 only after having secured their orientation towards
their antiquity. This question did not dissolve even a hundred years after
Koraes, as demonstrated by the controversy that erupted with the
publication History of Romiosini by Argyres Eftaliotis in 1901, when Kostes
Palamas defended Eftaliotis, while scholars like Nicholas Polites and
Sotiriades taunted him.

The historical work of Romanides focuses on the medieval period, as
is reasonable, since this is the period that has been counterfeited from the
latest official historiography. However, it does not end there. He extends
both into ancient and modern History. This expansion came as a need to
clarify obscure areas or to respond to criticism. For example, the view of
Romanides regarding the Greekness of ancient Rome seemed awkward to
many. So Romanides needed to respond thoroughly in one of his latest
studies that he wrote before his repose. It bears the title "Examples of the
Science of the Ethnic Cleansing of Roman History and a Vision of the
Future United States of Franco-Romania" (a lecture delivered at Hellenic
College of Brookline, Massachusetts on 10/17/1998). There he refers
extensively to ancient historians like Dionysius of Halicarnassus, who wrote
about the early years of the city of Rome.
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Similarly, in trying to explain the acceptance of the westernized
version of History by the modern Greeks, Romanides investigated the
mechanisms and persons who imposed the western view on modern
Greece. He thus revealed the role of Koraes and Napoleon, as exposed in
the Prologue to the second edition of Ancestral Sin. He names Napoleon as
responsible for the death of Rigas Feraios, in order to prevent the
reconstitution of the Roman Empire, in the European section as it is
presented in the famous Charter of Rigas. Romanides proceeded even to
the beginning of the 20th century, examining the two clashes around the
ethnic name Greek or Roman, in his study "Kostes Palamas and Romiosini"
(1976).

What must be emphasized is that Romanides arrived at the point
that he dealt with History as a continuity, and not as a break, from his
theological work. Besides, during the period of his historical writings, that
began in 1974, he did not cease to produce theological texts. The two were
inseparable. For example, his understanding of the differences with
western confessions led him to the examination of Apostolic succession
and the key discovery of their severing from this succession in the Frankish
West. This is why he deeply investigated the obscure and rather unknown
Greek period, the period of the 7th and 8th centuries, when the
Merovingian kingdom collapses and the Carolingians come to the throne.
He writes in his study "Church Synods and Civilization" in 1995: "The
Frankish bishops encountered by St. Boniface understood Apostolic
succession as a magical power which allowed them to make it the property
of their race and use it as the prime means of keeping their subjugated
populations pacified by fear of their religious and military powers.
Augustine's theories about original sin and predestination helped them in
this direction.".

As Romanides discovered, in the beginning the Merovingian Franks
usurped the right of veto in the elections of bishops. Then they usurped
the right to appoint bishops and began to sell positions on bid. Eventually,
the Carolingian Franks expelled the Roman bishops and imposed only
Frankish bishops in office.

A second example is his historical study of the Filioque, published in
1975 with a revised version in 1982. For understanding the origin of the
Filiogue, Romanides needed to proceed into thorough historical research,
in which the interaction between theology and political history becomes
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constantly apparent. Finally, developments in the theological thought of
the West were often produced as products of political expediency,
whether to reject the Seventh Ecumenical Synod in 794, or for the Schism
in 1054, or the adoption of the doctrine of the "satisfaction of God" by
Anselm of Canterbury, which was an imitation of feudal justice.

2.  An Evaluation of the Historical Works of Romanides.

Despite the fact that the views of Romanides were based on known
published sources, they were not presented in this way by any previous
investigator. The composition is solely the work of Romanides. Byzantinists
knew there was never a state called "Byzantium", but they used this term
without explaining the political implications of this choice. Until today, the
historical positions of Romanides have not become widely accepted, nor
have they penetrated the textbooks, although they have been widely
discussed, particularly on the internet. One would believe them to be
completely trivial opinions that are not worth answering or consider them
blatantly wrong opinions that are easily refuted by each graduate of
History, and so again they are not worth answering. However, they are
neither the one nor the other.

In his studies, the fruit of many years and arduous effort, Romanides
used countless sources of known reliability. It is difficult to argue that he
failed to take account of any significant source that would alter his
conclusions. Instead, he managed to draw on small details that might have
escaped the attention of other researchers. A typical example is his original
claim that in the middle of the eighth century the enslaved Romans under
the Franks in contemporary France allied with the Arabs to throw off the
Frankish yoke. This information is indeed contained in the Continuations of
the Chronicle of Fredegar, which is cited by Romanides but has been
ignored until now. Its discovery is indicative of the careful study of the
sources by Romanides.

Another example of discovering details that had escaped the
attention of other researchers is the London Protocol of 01/31/1836 which
determines the right of emigration from the Ottoman Empire to Greece.
Romanides examined the original text in French, which he cites in his study
"Examples of the Science of the Ethnic Cleansing of Roman History and a
Vision of the Future United States of Franco-Romania". As we know, by
then in all western languages our ancestors were called "Greeks" (Fpatkot).
The text of the London Protocol first introduced the distinction between
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"Hellenes" (the inhabitants of the Kingdom of Hellas or Greece) and
"Grecs" (everyone at that time called Greeks who inhabited the Ottoman
Empire). Here is fully revealed the western propaganda that distorted our
national names over the centuries. In attempting to diversify the free
Romans from the enslaved Romans under the Turks, the Great Powers
distinguished between Hellene and Grec, a difference that will certainly
cause laughter if translated into Greek.

With his detailed research, Romanides solved a historical question,
the answer of which was unknown to the general public. The question was:
Why did all the kings of Greece, beginning from the second king (George |,
1863), bear the title "King of the Hellenes", while the first king (Otto), bore
the title "King of Greece"? It was known that the Great Powers prevented
Otto to bear the title "King of the Hellenes". But why did they allow George
I? Because of Romanides we know the explanation: Otto came in 1833, ie
before the Protocol of 1836, when even the Great Powers did not
differentiate between "Hellenes" and "Grecs". If they called Otto "King of
the Hellenes" (Roi des Grecs), they would have stated that Otto was king of
all whom those in the West called Grecs (Greeks), ie the inhabitants of the
Kingdom of Greece and enslaved Romans in the Ottoman Empire. Not
even the Great Powers wanted this, nor, of course, Turkey. Instead, at the
time when George | came in 1863, there was a distinction between
"Hellenes" and "Grecs", thanks to the Protocol of 1836. So George was
named King of the Hellenes (Roi des Hellenes) and everyone was pleased.

Therefore, it cannot be argued that Romanides ignored the sources.
It is equally difficult to argue that he misunderstood his sources. For
example, the view that the Roman Empire, before the invasion of the
barbarian tribes, was bilingual is no longer an acceptable conclusion of
modern researchers. To be exact, the majority of the population spoke
Greek, as it has been convincingly supported by the leading contemporary
scholar of Late Antiquity, Peter Brown (The World of Late Antiquity and
other works). The reason was simple: All major urban centers located in
the eastern part of the state, had already been Hellenized since the time of
the successors of Alexander the Great. Apart from Rome, there was no
major city in the western part of the Empire.

The university professor, Protopresbyter Fr. George Metallinos,
studied the historical sources for decades, primarily of the Turkish
occupation and the nineteenth century, but not only these, and this
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resulted in the identical conclusion produced by Romanides. The extensive
published works of Fr. George confirms the findings of Romanides.

The same results were obtained from independent personal research
from sources of Medieval History. Among other things examined were the
History of the Franks by Gregory of Tours, the History of the Goths by
Jordanes, the Chronicle of Fredegar, the History of the Lombards by Paul
the Deacon, the Laws of the Lombards curated by Drew K. Fischer, the
Biography of Charlemagne (Vita Caroli) of Einhard, the Report of the
Embassy to Constantinople (Relatio de legatione Constantinopolitana) by
Liutprand of Cremona, the Chronography of Theophanes, the Epistles of
Patriarch Nicholas Mystikos, the For His Own Son Romanos by Constantine
Porphyrogenitos and his epic Digenis Akritas. None of the conclusions of
Romanides are inconsistent with the sources we examined.

So far we do not have in mind a coherent refutation of the positions
of Romanides. However, below we will present five criticisms that have
been raised at times regarding his views.

A) Perhaps the biggest overall critique of the work of Romanides
comes from Vladimir Moss in his study Against Romanides -- A Critical
Examination of the Theology of Fr. John Romanides (2012). As regards the
historical part, Moss disagrees with Romanides arguing that:

a) The Franks were the only Orthodox of all the barbarian people
from the outset who settled in the territory of the Roman Empire (the
others converted to Arianism). Therefore, the "conquest" of the Franks, by
Clovis for example, around 510 was celebrated by the Romans of the West
as a "liberation" rather than a conquest. (p. 73).

To support his argument, Moss refers to the Catholic Encyclopedia of
1917, where we read of Clovis: "Everywhere he introduced good laws."
This certainly cannot be regarded as a credible rebuttal. Moreover, the
favorable treatment of the Franks from the Catholic Encyclopedia confirms
rather than undermines the claim of Romanides.

Furthermore, Moss refers to the History of the Franks by Gregory of
Tours, writing that "nowhere does he challenge the legality of the Frankish
power" (p.74). Romanides read Gregory of Tours differently, who "wrote
the History of the Franks until 591, that is, 1) Before the Franks completely
infiltrated the hierarchy and 2) during the time when there was a certain
cooperation between Franks and Romans for the sake of common
problems. Nevertheless, although Gregory was inspired by the much
hoped for dream that the Romans would eventually affect the Franks for
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the good and that the Romans would manage to continue, mainly through
the bishops, the administration of the numerous Romans conquered by
the Franks, he does not conceal even the smallest detail regarding the
ferocity and brutality of the Franks" (Romiosini, p. 137).

b) The distance of Western Europe from Orthodoxy, writes Moss,
cannot be attributed only to one German tribe that tried to destroy
Romanism (p. 76). The Romans of the West participated in the conflict
with Constantinople: Pope Stephen Il sought help from the Frankish king
Pepin in 754 and insulted the "Greeks" in his epistles. Pope Hadrian |
unveiled in 785 the Pseudo-Isidorean Decretals which became the basis for
the claim of papal absolutism in subsequent centuries (p. 79). Pope Leo Il
was the main winner in the coronation of Charlemagne in 800, because he
"obtained a 'pocket emperor' in place of the Eastern Emperor" (p. 81).

Moss refers extensively to a book by a certain French abbot of the
19th century (Guettee) in order to recount the relationship between the
papacy and Charlemagne. The reader wonders how it is possible for a
conventional book published 150 years ago, that reiterates the established
views, can be considered a rebuttal of Romanides. In each case,
Romanides had answered all the specifics regarding the Pseudo-Isidorean
Decretals, which he considered to be formed as a line of defense by the
Roman Popes against the Frankish attack. Also, it is difficult to convince
anyone that Pope Leo won something against Charlemagne, apart from
the temporary suppression of a militaristic ruler. Besides, as Moss writes
immediately further, Charlemagne ignored the Pope when he was to
crown his son Emperor Louis (p. 81).

Despite the Manichean simplifications of his critics, Romanidis has
shown a much more complex representation of this period. It has nothing
to do with the "racial theory" that Moss criticizes (p. 96), and Romanides
does not consider all western Romans to be the "good guys" of History. At
a time of enormous pressure and foreign occupation, many settled for the
Franks either for tactical reasons or for reasons of belief. Successive
changes to the papacy, especially in the tenth century, reflected the
changes in the balance of forces between the Franks and Romans of Rome.
However, even under the toughest conditions of Frankish pressure, the
Popes remained Orthodox in dogma, which is why their names are
recorded in the diptychs of Constantinople until 1009. The characteristic
example is the same Leo lll, the pope who crowned Charlemagne in 800.
When the Franks proclaimed as dogma the addition of the Filioque to the
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Symbol of Faith (Synod of Aachen, 809), Leo responded by making the
Creed without the Filiogue on two silver plates in the Church of Saint Peter
with the inscription: "Leo laid these for the love and protection of the
Orthodox Faith" (Romiosini, p. 59). It was a move of the utmost bravery,
when the undefeated armies of Charlemagne were still in Italy.

¢) As most readers of Romanides, Moss rejects the radical view
that the French Revolution was a rebellion of the Gallo-Roman serfs
against their Frankish rulers. He just calls it "nonsense" and considers that
by this sort of thing Romanides "departed from history into the realm of
imagination" (p. 94). However, younger foreign researchers have identified
evidence that supports Romanides. In his interesting study titled The
Franks, Edward James cites a quote from a letter of Catherine the Great,
during the course of the French Revolution, where the Tsarina writes: "Do
you not see what is happening in France? The Gauls are driving out the
Franks." Therefore, in the great courts of Europe it was known what was
happening, even though the rebels were called "Gauls" instead of
"Romans".

B) Apart from the overall criticism of Moss, the other individual
reviews that have been published are much leaner. Aidan Nichols, a
Catholic priest and university professor, in a thorough review of the
leading Orthodox theologians of the 20th century, characterizes Romiosini
as a "strange work", but the only rebuttals offered are as follows: "The
main problem with this historical thesis is that Western barbarians, instead
of wishing to rebuild the Western Roman Empire in their own image, and
thereby break from the shackles of the East, were rather too glad to accept
any of its heritage, either cultural, linguistic or religious, which the Greco-
Roman world as a whole might have offered."

The observations of Nichols might have been true, in part, for the
initial conquerors of Italy, the Ostrogoths, who adopted many outer
attributes of the Roman government. They were not, however, those who
left their permanent mark on Western Europe. After their defeat by
Justinian, they disappeared from the scene of history and the evolution of
Western Europe was established by the Franks. The Franks chose conflict
with the Roman Empire, not only politically, but also culturally and
theologically. Therefore, they were not "too glad to accept any of its
heritage." However, it is remarkable that Nichols, notwithstanding the
comment above, considers Romanides as one of the leading theologians of
the world of the twentieth century.
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C) A critique that seems to underlie many comments of Greeks
regarding the positions of Romanides is his preoccupation with our
national historical names is anachronistic and that the issue of national
names is not essential today. However, as demonstrated by the experience
of the past twenty years, where Greece is engaged in a diplomatic
unresolved name dispute with a neighboring state, national names are not
innocent choices. Instead, they carry complex symbolism, and include
territorial disputes, redefining historical choices and feeds the cultural
achievements of the future. It is therefore absolutely essential to have an
adequate knowledge of our national names and the symbolic weight they
carry.

D) A superficial reading of the work of Romanides can lead to the
impression that the conclusion of his views leads to a peculiar nationalism.
Instead of a modern Greek nationalism there arises a "Romanistic"
nationalism, they say. The Romans identified with the Orthodox Christian
exclusion of other peoples from the correct faith, they explain. "A Chinese
person cannot become Orthodox? Why should Romiosini be identified
with Orthodoxy?" they question.

In fact, Romanides saw Romiosini as something much broader than
the boundaries of a nation, whether or not it was Roman - assuming one
could speak of a "Roman nation". Romiosini is a universal culture that
includes Hellenism in its ecumenical dimension. Christianity was provided
with the terminology of the Greek language, but everybody can
incorporate the Greco-Roman Christian heritage into their own tradition.
Indeed, not even the modern Greeks have some preferential treatment of
ethnic origin. Instead, to the extant that they ignore the history of
Romiosini, they have accepted the propaganda of Western Europe and
turned into Greekies.

Despite allegations from several critics, Romiosini proved over the
centuries that it is eminently above nationalism. It enrolled and assimilated
diverse peoples of different language backgrounds, giving no importance
to the place of their origin or their social status. The purpose has always
been to rescue the therapeutic method for people, which had been lost to
other cultures, and to lead them to theosis. This purpose has no relation
with the property of peoples, chosen nobles or sacred languages.

Romanidis himself constantly stressed the difference between
Romiosini and nationalism: "Although a Roman has an absolute conviction
in their Romiosini, they are neither fanatic nor intolerant, nor do they have
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any xenophobia. On the contrary they love strangers though not naively.
This is because they know that God loves all people and all tribes and all
nations without discrimination and without preference." He continues
later: "Wherefore Romiosini is confidence, humility and philotimo and not
phony confidence, fowardness and egoism. The heroism of Romanity is a
true and lasting condition of the spirit and not cruelty, barbarity and
rapacity."

E) Finally, a more general and quite convincing critique presents
the conclusions of the research of Romanides as having utopian features.
When they conclude a study of his works, many readers are led to an
opinion that the author urges a reconstitution of the Roman Empire today.
Indeed, the last pages of Romiosini, in the Epologue, looks like an
ambitious political manifesto for the return of the "teuton-formed" Europe
to the "Greek culture of the Romans":

"Western descendants of the Romans not only reversed the class
nobility and theology of the feudalism of the conquerors, but they are
ready to return to the Romiosini of their ancestors which the East Romans
preserve till today with their many cultural manifestations which once
existed in western Romiosini" (p. 273).

He continues:

"A non teutonic-formed, though to a certain extant distorted,
Roman-voiced and Celtic-voiced Romiosini was preserved in western
Europe, and is returning to its national, religious and political unity since it
repels the teutonic spirit which cuts off the descendants of the Romans
into small egocentric and selfish states" (p. 275).

Perhaps it is a utopia. It is a utopia just like the proclamation of the
Jews of the Diaspora in 1897 when they sought to return to the Promised
Land, with their capital in Jerusalem, after being scattered for 2000 years.
However, not even fifty years were needed for this to be realized.

Romanides recognizes that his vision is utopian, but he hastens to
add that it is less utopian than the current vision of a European Union: "In
as much as today's Europeans are already trying to do something similar,
why can't the ancestors of the Romans seek a less utopianistic and
historically true unity?"

The vision of a European Union is more utopian because: "As it is
currently, the Teutonic-formed Europe will never be united as it is
dominated by the racist, sexist, sectarian, eudaimonistic and exploitative
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spirit of the Teutons which seeks the subjugation and exploitation of the
people under small mercenary groups" (Romiosini, p. 275).

In the era of the Memorandum, as the people of Europe are
increasingly removed from each other and insult one another hurling racist
slogans, the words of Romanides are heard, once again, as prophetic.

Concluding this brief report, we can summarize how, apart from
being a world leading theologian, Fr. John Romanides was also a pioneer
historian. He used fragments of obscure information that escaped the
attention of other researchers and composed a completely new concept,
which has withstood time and criticism. This ambitious synthesis combines
historical research with a theological proposal and is solidly grounded in
the tradition of both the Church and the Orthodox people. This is why it
will remain a valuable property for future generations of all humanity.
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